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FEDERAL OFFICIALS PARTICIPATE IN FUNDING PRESENTATION: 
Lower Brule Trading Post Receives Loan For New Local Business

LOWER BRULE - Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development and Clark Guthmiller, Rural Development Manager in Pierre joined local officials Thursday to present a loan check to the Brule Hills Trading Post in the amount of $30,000.  The funding is part of a loan package offered through the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe’s Revolving Loan Fund, which was created with the support of USDA Rural Development. Other funds being made available to the business owners will come from federal funding passed on to the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe from the Intermediary Relending Program, a USDA loan program which targets small businesses.

According to Boyd and Mary Jane Gourneau, owners of the new community-based business, the business will target both locals and tourists by offering fresh flowers, dried flower arrangements, furniture, household appliances, home accents, dollar store items and give-away bundles. They also plan to offer both Native American art and jewelry.  The owners are also anticipating increased tourist traffic associated with the Lewis and Clark anniversary in 2004. The new store will be located on the Native American Scenic Byway, near the Lower Brule High School and is scheduled to be open this spring.

Jensen said, “This project is an exciting addition to the Lower Brule community and will be another reason for tourists to leave the interstate for unique gifts and a cultural experience over coming years.”  He continued, “ Our grant funds are supporting loans that help stimulate local economies and this project is a great example of what our funding can be used for.”  Part of the local revolving loan fund came from a Rural Business Enterprise Grant, which supports small and emerging businesses in rural areas.

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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