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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
June 18, 2003



                                 Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FEDERAL OFFICIALS PRESENT FUNDING FOR SELF-HELP

Brookings - USDA Rural Development Associate Administrator for the Rural Housing Service James E. Selmon, from Washington, DC, South Dakota USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen and South Dakota Rural Housing Director Roger Hazuka presented a grant check in the amount of $184,600 to the Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. today.  Rural Development Director Ron Freesemann and Rural Development Manager Jim Madsen also attended the event.

USDA Rural Development is providing this financial assistance through  the mutual Self-Help Housing Grant program.  This program is available to public or private non-profit organizations and Indian Tribes to provide assistance in recruitment, screening, loan packaging, and construction related activities including supervision of the project.  This project will allow the grantee to work with eleven families over a 2-year period in the Brookings and Volga areas. 

Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. is a non-profit corporation that operates programs to assist very-low and low-income families including the elderly and handicapped to achieve and maintain their self-sufficiency.  Housing is a basic need for all persons and the self-help housing program is a proven method of increasing the availability of affordable housing for very-low and low-income persons.  

Selmon said, "We are greatly encouraged by persons who participate in the actual building of their new homes.  Families meeting the income criteria may qualify provided they cannot individually afford to build modest houses by customary methods."  

Jensen said, "The program helps families get into a new home with less debt obligation, learn building skills and have the satisfaction of building their own home."

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Rural Development is Rural America's Venture Capitalist.  Providing equity, liquidity, and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on these and other rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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