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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
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                                                     Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102

BUSH ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS OUTLINE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES FOR 2003

WASHINGTON - USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen recently returned to South Dakota from Washington, D.C. where he participated in a series of high level rural economic and community development meetings with key White House, Congressional, and USDA officials.  The meetings focused on ways to support rural job creation, homeownership, business development, and public utility and community infrastructure needs in rural America.

“The message from Washington officials is they are committed to supporting our efforts to address issues important to rural South Dakota,” said Jensen.  President Bush and this Administration are working to provide the resources and support critical to creating economic opportunities and an improved quality of life for our rural residents.”

Lynn D. Jensen said that Rural Development will focus on providing staff resources and financial assistance in key areas to stimulate economic growth, job creation, and provide support for rural families in South Dakota, including:   

· Utilizing Rural Development funds and partnership financing to increase the level of rural homeownership, with an emphasis on expanding opportunities for minority homeownership;

· Advocating through business and industry loan guarantees, value-added agricultural grants, and other programs to expand local business ventures and job creation; and

· Expand community access to information technology for business development and advanced health and educational services through building of technology infrastructure.

Further information on USDA Rural Development’s loan and grant programs can be obtained by contacting their nearest USDA Rural Development office located in Aberdeen, Huron, Watertown, Mitchell, Sioux Falls, Vermillion, Yankton, Pierre, Rapid City, and Sturgis. 

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
_971685606.bin

_1015305045.doc
[image: image1.png]





“Our name is







our commitment.”












_971685605.bin

_971685604.bin

