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FEDERAL OFFICIALS MAKE AWARDS IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES:

$149,573 in USDA Rural Development Funds Go To Seven Critical Projects

Huron - USDA Rural Development officials are visiting area communities in western South Dakota to make grant awards totaling $149,573 for essential community facilities. Community projects in Eagle Butte, Isabel, McLaughlin, McIntosh, Dupree, Morristown have been included in a recent round of federal funding.

Funded projects in part include:

McIntosh Volunteer Fire Department
Wildland Fire Unit
$19,356

Eagle Butte Fire Department
New Warning Sirens
$34,796

McLaughlin Community Youth 
Completion of Youth Center
$15,000

Dupree Volunteer Fire Department
New Siren
$12,688

Dewey County Ambulance
Building Renovation & Equipment
$  7,833

Isabel Volunteer Fire Department
Fire Truck
$37,500

Morristown Fire Department
Vehicle and Equipment
$22,500

Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development, who was joined by Tim Potts Rural Development Director of Rapid City and Clark Guthmiller, Rural Development Manager in Pierre, said, “These competitive grants are especially helpful to local communities as they provide critical funding in communities with limited resources.”  Jensen added that over $6 million in funding for essential community projects was made available to rural South Dakota communities in 2002.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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