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USDA ANNOUNCES $22 MILLION IN COMMUNITY FACILITIES GRANTS FOR DEPRESSED RURAL AREAS





Huron – USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen announced that $22 million in grant funds are available to develop essential community facilities – including schools, libraries, fire and rescue, public safety, hospitals, clinics, and multipurpose community centers – in rural areas experiencing extreme unemployment and economic depression.





The community facilities grants are made available through USDA Rural Development’s business programs and earmarked for rural communities where the “not employed” rate is greater than 19.5 percent and where financial feasibility is not likely without the injection of grant funds to complete the essential community facility.  Rural Development offers assistance to develop essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations less than 20,000.





Authorized by the U.S. Congress, the economic impact grant initiative is administered through USDA Rural Development’s business programs.  Applications will be considered competitively, with communities having the lowest populations and lowest median incomes given selection priority.  





State Director Jensen will forward eligible applications to the National Office to compete for funding consideration by close of business on July 1, 2004.  Any requests received after that date will be held in the National Office to compete for any remaining funds.


 


Further information is available by contacting one of our ten office locations in Aberdeen, Huron, Watertown, Mitchell, Sioux Falls, Vermillion, Yankton, Rapid City, Pierre, and Sturgis.





USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov" �http://www.rurdev.usda.gov�.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.


























