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RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES EARTH DAY





Ft. Randall – USDA Rural Development in South Dakota is taking part in Earth Day celebrations.  State Director Lynn D. Jensen presented Native American Set Aside Funds in the amount of $700,000 to the Yankton Sioux Tribe to repair or replace lift station equipment at four separate sites.  Rural Development Director Les Boehmer and Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis also attended the event.





The lift stations in four tribal housing areas are in fair to moderate condition and in need of repair or replacement.  In one case, sewage is actually being distributed on the ground.  USDA Rural Development grant funds in the amount of $700,000 will be used for renovations at the Lake Andes, Marty, North Wagner, and Lawrence Township sites.  Renovations include installing new submersible pumps, repairing or replacing control panels, trash basket and rail system replacements, installation of new crane, winch, and wet well interior will be coated to prevent further deterioration.  Temporary piping and pumping will be required to provide continuous service while the wet well is taken off-line during the repairs.





Jensen said, “We are pleased to participate in Earth Day.”  He continued, “This project will resolve considerable health issues for the tribe.”





Madonna Archambeau, Tribal Chairperson for the Yankton Sioux Tribe said, “It is with great honor to receive this grant of $700,000 from USDA Rural Development to renovate four sewer lift stations for the Yankton Sioux Tribe.”  She continued, “I commend the Yankton Sioux Tribe Utilities Director, Melvin Clifford, for his dedication and hard work in submitting the grant application.  The number one priority of this grant is to ensure the safe and sanitary conditions of the homeowner’s sewer systems.”





USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov" �http://www.rurdev.usda.gov�.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.


























