
 

Rural Business and  
Cooperative Programs 

Grant Programs 
Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) Program 
The RBEG Program provides grant funding to public bodies and private non-profit corporations 
serving rural areas to support the development of small and emerging private businesses.  Annually, 
the State Office receives a limited allocation of grant funds.  Applications are selected for funding 
on a statewide competitive basis.  
 
Rural Business Opportunity Grant (RBOG) Program 
The RBOG Program provides grant funding to public bodies, non-profit corporations, and coopera-
tives serving rural areas to promote sustainable economic development through training and techni-
cal assistance to assist with economic development planning.  Annually, the Agency announces the 
availability of grant funds through publication in the Federal Register.  Applications are selected for 
funding on a nationwide competitive basis. 
 
Rural Cooperative Development Grant (RCDG) Program 
The RCDG Program provides grant funding to non-profit corporations and accredited institutions 
of higher education serving rural areas to establish or operate centers for rural cooperative develop-
ment.  Annually, the Agency announces the availability of grant funds through publication in the 
Federal Register.  Applications are selected for funding on a nationwide competitive basis. 
 
Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)  
The REAP provides grant funding to agricultural producers and rural small businesses to purchase 
and install renewable energy systems and make energy-efficiency improvements.  Annually, the 
State Office receives a limited allocation of grant funds. Applications are selected for funding on a 
statewide competitive basis. 
 
Rural Economic Development Grant (REDG) Program 
The REDG Program provides grant funding to RUS eligible telephone and electric borrowers to 
promote rural economic development.  Annually, the Agency announces the availability of grant 
funds through publication in the Federal Register.  Applications are selected for funding on a na-
tionwide competitive basis. 
 
Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) Program 
The VAPG Program provides grant funding to agricultural producers to develop businesses that 
produce and market value-added agricultural products.  Annually, the Agency announces the avail-
ability of grant funds through publication in the Federal Register.  Applications are selected for 
funding on a nationwide competitive basis. 
 
For Additional Information Contact: 
Business and Cooperative Programs 
1221 College Park Drive, Suite 200 | Dover, DE  19904 
Phone: (302) 857-3628 | Fax: (302) 857-3635 | TDD: (302) 857-3585 

 
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.” 

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

DE/MD (Rev. 05/2012)) 
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