
Regional 
Collaboration 

Outline Of Need: 
A regional farmers marketing association that in-
cludes Florida counties of Escambia, Santa Rosa, 
Okaloosa and Walton, and two Alabama counties, 
Mobile and Baldwin, needed funding to transition its 
growers to more profitable production enabling them 
to expand their markets.  
 
How Rural Development Helped:  
USDA Rural Development worked with TEAM Santa 
Rosa Economic Development Council Inc., to pro-
vide a $175,000 RBEG to set up a revolving loan 
fund for Panhandle Fresh Marketing Association. 
 
The Results: 
With guidance from TEAM Santa Rosa, the Univer-
sity of West Florida Small Business Development 
Center, and the University of Florida Institute of Food 
and Agricultural Sciences, Panhandle Fresh Market-
ing Association, a 501(c) 6 corporation, was formed 
in 2007 to assist farmers pool their resources to ac-

quire all the various tools needed to enter new mar-
kets, including liability insurances, retail/wholesale 
vendor identification numbers, marketing materials 
and packaging. Today, the association sells to several 
regional grocers, including Wal-Mart, Food World 
and Bruno’s. The association also markets its produce 
to local consumers through Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA).   
 
“These funds will help Panhandle Fresh Marketing 
Association grow to the next level,” said USDA Rural 
Development State Director Richard A. Machek. 
“And, as the association expands, so will the local 
economy by creating jobs and  customers for  Com-
munity Supported Agriculture.”   

 
 

Florida—Rural Business Service 

Fast Facts 
Program: Rural Business Service, RBEG 
Investment: $175,000 RBEG 
Partners: TEAM Santa Rosa Economic Development Council, 
Panhandle Fresh Marketing Association 
Congressional District: FL-01 
Demographics: Florida Counties– Escambia, Santa Rosa, 
Okaloosa, Walton and Jackson. Alabama Counties– Baldwin 
and Mobile.  
Impact: Growers transitioning to profitable crops creating jobs 
and expanding markets, including Wal-Mart, Food World and 
Bruno’s. Association is also selling subscriptions to 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA). 
 

Regional Economic 
Council Uses Grant 
Funds to Finance,      
Expand Ag Markets  

The Panhandle Fresh Market Association assists local farmers market their pro-
duce, both directly to local consumers and regionally through regional grocers.  
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