
            

2/24/12 

USDA Rural Development – Oregon 

Water & Environmental Programs 
USDA Program 
Administered in 
OREGON 

Purpose 

What is the 
program’s goal? 

Type 

How does it 
work? 

Eligible 
Applicants 

Who may apply? 

Eligible Areas 

What is rural? 
Authorized Purposes 

How may funds be used? 
Typical 
Amount of 
Assistance 

Rates & Terms 
Subject to change 

Key to Success When 
to 
Apply 

WWD Direct 
Loans 
Water and Waste 
Disposal 

To develop or 
improve water and 
waste disposal 
projects  

USDA makes 
direct loans for 
projects 
modest in size, 
design and 
cost  

Public bodies, e.g., 
municipalities, 
counties, districts 
or authorities; 
nonprofits, federally 
recognized Native 
American tribes 

Incorporated  and  
unincorporated areas 
with service area 
populations of <10,000 

Water, sewer, solid waste or 
storm wastewater disposal 
facilities; professional 
service fees; interest during 
construction; initial operating 
costs 

$250,000 to
 $5 million 

Terms up to 40 
years; interest 
rates at or below 
market on a 
sliding scale for 
low-income 
communities 

Comply with NEPA; 
submit complete 
preliminary engineering 
and environmental reports 

Year- 
round 

WWD Loan 
Guarantees 
Water and Waste 
Disposal 

To develop or 
improve water and 
waste disposal 
projects 

USDA 
guarantees a 
bank loan; 
work through a 
lender to apply 

Same as above Same as above Same as above $250,000 to
 $5 million 

Rate negotiated 
with a private 
lender; terms to 
40 years; no 
balloon 

Same as above Year- 
round 

WWD Grants 
Water and Waste 
Disposal  

To finance water and 
waste projects in 
financially needy 
communities in rural 
areas  

Grant to 
reduce end-
user costs for 
services of 
comparable 
systems 

Same as above Incorporated  and  
unincorporated areas 
with service area 
populations of <10,000; 
MHI < $41,230 (based 
on the 2000 Census) 

Water, sewer, solid waste or 
storm wastewater disposal 
facilities; professional 
service fees 

$50,000 to  
$2 million;  
used in 
combination 
with the 
direct loan 

Grant  Same as above Year- 
round 

ECWAG 
Emergency 
Community Water 
Assistance Grants  

To assist rural areas 
that have a 
significant decline in 
water quality or 
quantity 

Grant of up to 
100% of 
project  
cost 

Same as above Incorporated  and  
unincorporated areas 
with service area 
populations of <10,000 

Water system improvements 
to alleviate unanticipated 
source or distribution 
problems and restore safe 
drinking water 

$150,000 for 
distribution; 
$500,000 for 
source 

Grant Priority is given to rural 
areas < 5,000 and very 
low-income communities; 
submit preliminary 
engineering and 
environmental reports  

Year- 
round 

Section 306 C 
WW Grant  
Native American 
Water and Waste 
Disposal Grant 

To finance water and 
waste disposal 
facilities in low-
income rural 
communities with 
high unemployment 
and health risks 

Grant of up to 
100% of 
project cost 

Federally 
recognized Native 
American tribes 
and service areas 

Rural area with 
population of < 10,000; 
per capita income of < 
70% of national average; 
> 125% of national  
unemployment rate 

Construct, enlarge, or 
otherwise improve 
community water or sewer 
disposal systems in which 
the design has a residential 
component  

$1 million 
maximum 
 

Grant  Priority is given to rural 
areas < 5,500 and very 
low-income communities; 
submit preliminary 
engineering and 
environmental reports 

Year- 
round 

PP Grant  
Predevelopment 
Planning Grant 

To assist in 
developing 
applications for RD 
financial assistance 

Planning grant 
of up to 75% 
of project cost 

Public bodies, 
nonprofits, federally 
recognized Native 
American tribes  

Small communities with 
MHI < 80% of statewide 
non-rural average 

Costs associated with 
developing complete 
applications for RD 
loans/grants 

$10,000 to 
$15,000 

Grant; requires  
> 50% non-federal 
financing 

Priority is given to rural 
areas with populations  
of < 1,000 

Year- 
round 

WW SEARCH 
Grant  
Water and Waste  

To assist in 
developing 
applications for RD 
financial assistance 

Grant of up to 
100% of 
project cost 

Same as above Rural area with 
population of < 2,500  

Costs associated with 
developing complete 
applications for RD 
loans/grants 

$30,000 
 

Grant  Priority is given to 
financially distressed 
areas 

Year- 
round 

Related programs (Administered by USDA Rural Development/Rural Utilities Service in Washington, D.C.) - http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/UWEP_HomePage.html 

Individual Household Water Well Program: Grants to private nonprofits to establish lending programs that provide low-cost loans to individuals living in eligible rural areas for the construction of water wells 
Solid Waste Management Grant: For nonprofit organizations to provide technical assistance to help communities protect water resources from contamination associated with landfills serving rural areas 
Water and Waste Revolving Fund Program: For nonprofit organizations to establish lending programs to help eligible entities finance pre-development costs of water and wastewater projects or short-term 

small capital improvement projects that are not part of the regular operations and maintenance of the current water and wastewater system 
Water and Waste Technical Assistance and Training Grant: For nonprofit organizations to provide technical assistance and/or training to associations on a wide range of issues relating to delivery of water 

and waste disposal services 
Circuit Rider-Technical Assistance for Rural Water Systems: To provide technical assistance for the operation of rural water systems (terms established in service contract issued through RD Procurement) 

 

 



USDA Rural Development – Oregon 

Community Facility Programs 
 

 

USDA Program 
Administered in 
OREGON 

Purpose 

What is the 
program’s goal? 

Type 

How does it work? 
Eligible Applicants 

Who may apply? 
Eligible Areas 

What is rural? 
Authorized Purposes 

How may funds be used?
Typical 
Amount of 
Assistance 

Rates & Terms 
Subject to change 

Key to Success When to 
Apply 

Community 
Facility Direct 
Loans  

To assist in the 
development of 
essential community 
facility projects in  
rural areas 

USDA makes a direct  
loan to an eligible 
applicant 

Public bodies (e.g., 
cities, towns, 
districts, authorities, 
the State), nonprofits, 
federally-recognized 
Native American 
tribes 

Cities, towns 
and rural areas 
with populations 
of < 20,000  

Fire, rescue, public 
safety, health services, 
and other facilities 
deemed necessary for  
the beneficial and orderly 
development of a rural 
community 

No limit, but 
loans are  
usually less  
than $5 million 

Long-term fixed 
rate at or below 
market rate for 
public bodies; 
sliding scale for 
low-income 
communities 

Priority is given to 
critical access hospitals 
and other health 
services, public safety, 
child care and day care; 
may be combined w/ a 
loan guarantee 

Year-round 
 

Community 
Facility Loan 
Guarantees 
 

To assist in the 
development of 
essential community 
facility projects in  
rural areas 

USDA guarantees up to 
90% of the loan made by 
a rural lender for 
essential community 
facilities; a 1% loan 
guarantee fee applies; 
the community works 
through a lender to apply

Banks and other 
lenders who make 
loans to rural 
communities and 
nonprofit or faith 
based organizations 

Cities, towns 
and rural areas  
with populations 
of  < 20,000  

Critical access hospitals 
and other health 
services, fire and rescue, 
public safety, 
recreational facilities, 
and other essential 
community facilities 
benefiting rural residents 

No limit, but 
loans are  
usually less  
than $5 million 

Negotiated by 
applicant and 
lender; fixed or 
variable rates; up 
to 40 years (no 
balloon) to repay 

Locate a bank willing to 
make the loan  (USDA 
guarantees the bank 
loan); may be combined 
with a direct loan  

Year-round 

Community 
Facility Grants 

To assist in the 
development of 
essential community 
facility projects in  
rural areas 

USDA makes a grant to a 
low-income community 
on a sliding scale for up 
to 75% of the project’s 
cost 

Public bodies (e.g., 
cities, towns, 
districts, authorities, 
the State), nonprofits 
or federally 
recognized tribes 

Cities, towns 
and rural areas  
with populations 
of  < 20,000  

Fire, rescue, public 
safety, health services, 
and other facilities 
necessary for beneficial 
and orderly development 
of a rural community 

Usually under 
$50,000  

Grant Priority is given to fire, 
rescue, public safety, 
health services, 
renewable energy 
projects, and very low-
income rural areas 

Year-round 

Economic 
Impact Initiative 
Grants (EII) 

To assist in the 
development of 
essential community 
facility projects in  
rural areas 

USDA makes a grant for 
up to 75% of the project’s
cost 

Public bodies (e.g., 
cities, towns, 
districts, authorities, 
the State), nonprofits 
or federally 
recognized tribes 

Cities, towns 
and rural areas  
< 20,000 
population;  “not 
employed” rates 
> 19.5% 

Fire, rescue, public 
safety, health services, 
and other facilities 
necessary for beneficial 
and orderly development 
of a rural community 

Usually under 
$50,000  

Grant Priority is given to fire, 
rescue, public safety, 
health services, and 
renewable energy; also 
for very low-income, 
very rural areas 

Year-round 

Rural 
Community 
Development 
Initiative 
(RCDI) 
 

To develop the 
capacity of rural 
communities to 
conduct housing, 
community facility, or 
community economic 
development projects 

USDA makes a grant to 
an intermediary for up to 
50% of the project’s cost; 
the intermediary provides 
financial and technical 
assistance to recipients 

Private nonprofits, 
including faith-based 
or community 
organizations, and 
public intermediaries, 
including federally 
recognized tribes 

Cities, towns 
and rural areas  
with populations 
of  <50,000  

Grants/matching funds 
are used to provide new 
or expand existing 
programs to undertake 
housing, community 
facilities, or community 
and economic 
development projects 

$50,000 to 
≤$300,000 

Grant Funding is limited; 
highest priority projects 
are areas with 
populations of < 10,000 
and median household 
incomes of 
< $30,000 

Once a 
year;  
announced 
in the 
Federal 
Register 
and on 
grants.gov 

More information on the Community Facility and Water and Environmental programs is available online at www.rurdev.usda.gov/or/. Or, contact a specialist directly: 
Roseburg Area Deanna Quimby Area Specialist 541-673-0136 x 120 Deanna.Quimby@or.usda.gov 

Corvallis Area*   Rosanne Volker-Bronson 
Drew Davis 

Area Specialist 
Area Specialist 

541-750-7019 
541- 750-7033 

Rosanne.Volker@or.usda.gov 
Drew.Davis@or.usda.gov 

Redmond Area Pam Swires Area Specialist 541-923-4358 x137 Pam.Swires@or.usda.gov 

Pendleton Area LaDonn McElligott Area Specialist 541-963-4178 x 103 LaDonn.McElligott@or.usda.gov 

Portland State Office Sam Goldstein Program Director 503-414-3300 x3 Sam.Goldstein@or.usda.gov 
 Rachel Reister Program Specialist 503-414-3330 Rachel.Reister@or.usda.gov 

*The Corvallis Area Office is moving to Tangent, OR, in April of 2012. The address, telephone and fax numbers will change at that time and will be posted online at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/OR_Home.html 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  If you wish to file a complaint of discrimination, write 

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

 


