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Outline Of Need: 
Rural Arizona has had to cope with not only the eco-
nomic downturn, but with a series of devastating wild 
fires that threatened many small town businesses. The 
Arizona Small Business Association (ASBA) targeted 
rural communities in Arizona that could most benefit 
from workshops and resources to help withstand the 
threat and facilitate sustained economic development 
to save and create jobs. 
 
How Rural Development Helped:  
 
USDA RD made a $99,540 Rural Business Enterprise 
Grant to the ASBA. ASBA used that money, along 
with $55,080 of their own money and $15,000 of 
money they raised, to create a tool kit of resources, 
provide educational coaching , and mentoring oppor-
tunities through their Business Accelerator Program 
workshops. They also helped with marketing re-

sources and ma-
terials. The tar-
geted areas in-
clude the areas 
scarred by the 
Wallow and 
Monument 
wildfires.  
 
The Results: 
 
ASBA created a series of short videos to highlight 
their work in the targeted Arizona communities. 
Those videos can be seen at: 
 
Nogales: http://youtu.be/Ss0j8nCxKPM 
Somerton: http://youtu.be/TOO3VqK9iyA 
Clifton: http://youtu.be/8OEmuLF8SLE 
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Fast Facts 

 
Program: Rural Business Enterprise Grant 
Investment: $99,540 
Partners: AZ Small Business Association 
Congressional District: AZ-1, AZ-7, AZ-8 
 
Demographics 
 Rural communities in Apache, Cochise, Greenlee, Santa 

Cruz and Yuma Counties 
 
Impact: 
 Counseling and business assistance for existing and    

emerging small businesses 
 
Contact: Dianna.Jennings@wa.usda.gov 

Grant  Provides “Tools” 
For Local Entity to Help 
Rural Businesses Grow 

Flyers in Eng-
lish and Span-
ish let rural 
entrepreneurs 
know about the  
Accelerator 
program being 
offered, with 
help from 
USDA Rural 
Development. 
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