
Community Building 

Outline Of Need: 
An area stretching east to west through five Southern 
Illinois counties had suffered from low ground water 
tables, limited surface water sources and water  
quality problems.  Despite all their individual efforts 
to provide adequate clean water, the region’s water 
distribution systems could not meet the needs of their 
customers. 
 
How Rural Development Helped: 
USDA Rural Development provided affordable  
financing in the form of a loan and grant totaling 
$17.21 million to complete the final phase of the  
project. 
 
The Results: 
The solution seemed almost unthinkable: a regional 
water supplier and distribution system that would  
provide adequate clean water to six communities and 
six rural water distribution systems. Persistence and 
Rural Development funding made it happen. Nearly 
$20 million was needed to complete the Gateway  
Regional Water Company plan over 14 years.  

 
The final piece of the of the system has just been 
completed with the connection of the Fayette Water 
Company to Gateway, thanks to a loan and grant  
totaling $17 million from Rural Development. 
  
The solution required unparalleled coordination and 
cooperation. The first step entailed finding an  
organizational structure that would bring together  
six municipalities and six non-profit water systems  
together for the purpose of purchasing water.  
 
Millions of dollars and years of construction time 
were saved because member systems and funding 
agencies worked together during the planning and 
construction stages.  
 
The connection of Fayette Water Company to the 
Gateway system marks the completion of a commit-
ment that means plentiful safe water for 25,000 rural 
residents for years to come.   
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Fast Facts 
 
Program: Water and Waste Disposal Program 
 
Investment: $17.21 million in loans and grants 
 
Partners: State of Illinois, Peoples National Bank,  
   Office of the State Treasurer 
Demographics: 
 25,000 people served 
 12 communities in 5 counties  now coordinated 
Impact:  3.4 million gallons of water can be purified daily  
 40 miles of 16” pipe carries water to customers  

Reliable Water for  
Gateway Region No 
Longer a Pipe Dream 

Rick Jamison monitors the controls for the Gateway  Regional 
Water Company treatment plant, ensuring 25,000 people have 
access to safe water. 
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