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Outline Of Need:  
The Maine Sea Coast Mission has providing health 
care services to rural Maine island communities for 
over 100 years. Island residents relied on visits by the 
Sunbeam (pictured) which visited four island commu-
nities twice a month.  
 
The access to healthcare through telemedicine has 
proven so popular that the islanders would like to 
have more frequent access than twice a month from 
the ship, which is also weather dependent to deliver 
its services. 
 
How Rural Development Helped:   
USDA Rural Development provided The Maine Sea 
Coast Mission  with a Distance Learning and Tele-
medicine Grant in the amount of $108,820  to help 
fund telemedicine equipment on seven Maine Islands. 
  
The Results:  
The residents of Vinalhaven, Swan’s Island, Mon-
hegan, Matinicus, Isle au Haut, Frenchboro and Isles-

ford will now have increased access to quality health-
care through telemedicine equipment and trained staff 
who know how to operate the equipment and can fa-
cilitate the interaction between patient and healthcare 
provider.  
 
This project will also fund equipment for two 
mainland hospital and recipient hub sites and four 
hub end-user sites at Bar Harbor, Southwest Harbor, 
Hallowell and Camden.   
 
Equipment includes sophisticated and specialized 
cameras, scopes, monitors, and advanced diagnostic 
software.  New teleconferencing units and bridging 
equipment will be installed at the video end points 
and control center in the mainland towns.  
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Fast Facts 

 
Program: Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program 
Investment: $108,820 
 
Other Interest Facts:  
 Rural  Maine islands served include:  Vinalhaven, Swan’s 

Island, Monhegan, Matinicus, Isle au Haut, Frenchboro 
and Islesford 

 

USDA Broadband Grant 
Helps Fund Critical 
Telemedicine Equipment 

The Sunbeam is a Boat that provides Telemedicine to the residents of remote 
Maine island communities. 

Maine– Rural Utilities Service 
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