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Coming Changes to DCS for Electric Program Borrowers 

Changes are coming to the RUS Data Collection System (DCS) for Electric Borrowers.  These 
changes are needed primarily to gather information on energy efficiency initiatives and on 
borrower ownership of, or purchases from, renewable energy sources.  Borrowers will be asked 
to provide the data on a voluntary basis for 2010 operating reports.  Reporting this information 
will be a requirement in future years.  We welcome feedback.  If you have suggestions or 
comments please send them to Gerard Moore at Gerard.moore@wdc.usda.gov. 
 
The Form 7 and Form 12 will not be referred to by form numbers anymore.  The new name for 
the Form 7 will be the “Financial and Operating Report Electric Distribution” (Op Rpt - Dist).  
The Form 12 will become the “Financial and Operating Report Electric Power Supply” (Op Rpt - 
Power Supply).  As the agency is moving away from a form-based collection to an electronic 
system for data collection, the names of this information collection are being revised 
accordingly for Electric Program Borrowers.  
 
DCS has also been changed to include the collection of revenue and expense information relating to 
Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs) and Independent System Operators (ISOs).  In 2005 and 
2006, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission issued Orders 668 and 668-A, amending the Uniform 
System of Accounts (USoA) and established standard accounting guidance for RTO costs to provide 
better comparability between utilities and to improve the transparency of financial information 
pertaining to RTOs along with a better understanding of RTO costs.  In 2008, RUS adopted these changes 
and included the new accounts in 7 CFR Part 1767, Uniform System of Accounts for Electric Borrowers 
(http://www.usda.gov/rus/electric/pubs/1767b-1.pdf).  With this modification of the DCS, we took the 
opportunity to incorporate these new accounts into the Financial and Operating Reports for distribution 
borrowers and power supply borrowers. 

35 new accounts were added to the USOA and will now be reflected in the DCS filings.  This includes 7 
new plant accounts, 3 revenue accounts and 25 expense accounts.  We believe that our Power Supply 
borrowers will be most impacted by these changes because they are most involved in the transmission 
of electricity but the distribution borrowers that also have transmission may be affected.  The plant 
accounts are in the 380 series (380 – 386) and include land, structures, hardware and software, 
communications equipment and misc along with an ARO (asset retirement cost) account. 

Regional Transmission and Market Operation Plant  

380 Land and Land Rights 

381 Structures and Improvements 

382 Computer Hardware 
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383 Computer Software 

384 Communication Equipment 

385 Miscellaneous Regional Transmission and Market Operation Plant 

386 Asset Retirement Costs for Regional Transmission and Market Operation Plant 

These new accounts will be reported by Distribution borrowers in Part E, Changes in Utility Plant.  

 
For Power Supply borrowers a new line is being added after the current Line 16 on Part h, Section A, for 
reporting the new plant accounts.  This is right before Total General Plant. 

 
We have also added new revenue accounts 456.1, 457.1, and 457.2 to record revenues from the 
transmission of electricity of others, regional transmission service revenues and misc revenue associated 
with RTO/ISOs. 

A new line has been added for distribution borrowers called transmission revenue 

  

Other Operating Revenues  

456.1 Revenues from Transmission of Electricity of Others 

457.1 Regional Transmission Service Revenues 

457.2 Miscellaneous Revenues 

 
The description on this new line has been changed to read Regional Market Expense because it will 
include both maintenance and operations expenses. This will be for distribution borrowers only. 

Regional Market Operations Expenses  

575.1 Operation Supervision 

575.2 Day-ahead and Real-time Market Administration 

575.3 Transmission Rights Market Administration 

575.4 Capacity Market Administration 

575.5 Ancillary Services Market Administration 

575.6 Market monitoring and compliance 



3 
 

575.7 Market Administration, Monitoring and Compliance Services 

575.8 Rents 

Regional Market Maintenance Expenses  

576.1 Maintenance of Structures and Improvements 

576.2 Maintenance of Computer Hardware 

576.3 Maintenance of Computer Software 

576.4 Maintenance of Communication Equipment 

576.5 Maintenance of Miscellaneous Market Operation Plant 

 
For power supply borrowers, these new accounts will be reflected on Part a, Section A, Statement of 
Operations, with operating expenses and maintenance expenses being reported separately, unlike the 
reporting for distribution borrowers. 

Regional Market Operations Expenses  

575.1 Operation Supervision 

575.2 Day-ahead and Real-time Market Administration 

575.3 Transmission Rights Market Administration 

575.4 Capacity Market Administration 

575.5 Ancillary Services Market Administration 

575.6 Market monitoring and compliance 

575.7 Market Administration, Monitoring and Compliance Services 

575.8 Rents 

Regional Market Maintenance Expenses  

576.1 Maintenance of Structures and Improvements 

576.2 Maintenance of Computer Hardware 

576.3 Maintenance of Computer Software 

576.4 Maintenance of Communication Equipment 

576.5 Maintenance of Miscellaneous Market Operation Plant 
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These same expenses will also be reported on Part I, Section A, Expenses and Costs, separately and then 
subtotaled and included in Total Operations & Maintenance Expense on Line 25. 

Regional Market Operations Expenses  

575.1 Operation Supervision 

575.2 Day-ahead and Real-time Market Administration 

575.3 Transmission Rights Market Administration 

575.4 Capacity Market Administration 

575.5 Ancillary Services Market Administration 

575.6 Market monitoring and compliance 

575.7 Market Administration, Monitoring and Compliance Services 

575.8 Rents 

Regional Market Maintenance Expenses  

576.1 Maintenance of Structures and Improvements 

576.2 Maintenance of Computer Hardware 

576.3 Maintenance of Computer Software 

576.4 Maintenance of Communication Equipment 

576.5 Maintenance of Miscellaneous Market Operation Plant 

See pages 6, 8, 10, 12, 17 and 19 of the Exhibit for changes to the input screens in DCS to 
capture revenue and expense information on RTOs and ISOs. 

 
Borrowers owning renewable generation plants will be asked to fill out a new Part c RE 
“Renewable Generating Plant Summary”.  See page 16 of the Exhibit for details. 
 
 
Two new columns are being added to Part b PP of the Op Rpt – Power Supply borrowers and 
three columns have been added to Part K of the Op Rpt – Dist borrowers to capture data on 
renewable energy purchases.  Likewise, two similar columns are being added to Part b SE to 
capture data on the sales of renewable energy.  See pages 9, 14 and 15 of the Exhibit for further 
details. 
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A new section is being added to the Op Rpt – Power Supply borrowers called Part h Section L; 
and a new field is being added to the Balance Sheet (Part a, Section B of the Op Rpt – Power 
Supply) and (Part C of the Op Rpt – Dist) in order to capture information on renewable energy 
credits.  See pages 7, 13 and 18 of the Exhibit for further details. 
 
Those distribution borrowers with energy efficiency programs will be asked to fill out a new 
Part P, “Energy Efficiency Programs Summary”, on the Op Rpt – Dist.  Please refer to page 11 of 
the Exhibit for details. 
Please note: borrowers will be requested to report estimated energy savings in MMBTUs 
instead of kWh; this way true energy savings will be captured at the point of use if consumers 
elect to switch to appliances of different fuel types.  For example, consumers switching from 
inefficient baseboard oil fired heating systems to highly efficient ground source heat pumps will 
end up consuming more electricity but overall energy savings will be greater. 
 
Also note: the target date to have a fully functioning, modified DCS is February 16, 2011.  
Borrowers will be able to fill in 2010 data prior to this date although the new data items will not 
appear on the 2010 input screens until the February 16 target date; the system will prohibit 
Borrowers from electronically submitting their data until the target date when the modified 
input screens will be available for data entry.  Data entered prior to the target date will be 
saved and will show up in the proper location on the new, modified screens. 
 
Please click here to return to DCS.   
 

  

https://pws.sc.egov.usda.gov/login/login.aspx?TYPE=33554433&REALMOID=06-1c732522-2749-46c3-8765-97b525f8f0b0&GUID=&SMAUTHREASON=0&METHOD=GET&SMAGENTNAME=cmV9SC8iU2kHMg9chtkINT7nSAlxLL2MtrZ86gXXoo2CnhdOCe3qDZemBVYSnvL2&TARGET=-SM-https%3a%2f%2frdcia%2esc%2e�
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Exhibit 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OPERATING REPORT - NEW LINES/COLUMNS/PARTS ADDED 
 
One new line has been added to Part A, Operating Statement 
New line, “Regional Market Expense” has been added (new line 5 for Accts. 575.1-576.5) 

 

(Continue to next page) 
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One new line has been added to Part C, Balance Sheet 
New line, “Renewable Energy Credits” has been added (new line 22) 
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One new line has been added to Part E, Changes In Utility Plant 
New line, “Regional Transmission and Market Operation Plant” has been added (new line 6 
for Accts. 380-386) 

 
 
(Continue to next page) 
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Three new columns have been added to Part K (kWh Purchased and Total Cost) 
 
New columns “Renewable Energy Program Name”, “Primary Renewable Fuel Type” and 
“Comment” have been added 
 

 
(Continue to next page) 
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One new line has been added to Part O, Power Requirements Database - Annual 
Summary 
New line, “Transmission Revenue” has been added (new line 13 for Accts. 456.1, 457.1 & 
457.2) 

 
(Continue to next page) 
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New Part P has been added – Energy Efficiency Programs Summary 
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POWER SUPPLY OPERATING REPORT - NEW LINES/COLUMNS/PARTS ADDED 

 
Two new lines have been added to Part a (formerly Form 12a) Section A, Statement of 
Operations 
New line, “Operating Expense - RTO/ISO” has been added (new line 9, for Accts. 575.1through 575.8) 
New line, “Maintenance Expense - RTO/ISO” has been added (new line 18, for Accts. 576.1through 
576.5) 

 
 
 
 

One new line has been added to Part a (formerly Form 12a) Section B, Balance 
Sheet 
New line, “Renewable Energy Credits” has been added (new line 23) 
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Two new columns have been added to Part b SE (formerly Form 12bSE) - Sales 
Of Electricity 
New columns, “Renewable Energy Program Name” & “Primary Renewable Fuel Type” have 
been added 
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Two new columns have been added to Part b PP (formerly Form 12bPP) – 
Purchased Power 
New columns, “Renewable Energy Program Name” & “Primary Renewable Fuel Type” have 
been added 
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New Part c (formerly Form 12c) RE has been added - Renewable Generating 
Plant Summary 
This section should also be filled out by Distribution Borrowers with generating plants. 

 
(Continue to next page) 
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One new line has been added to Part h (formerly Form 12h) Section A, Utility 
Plant 
New line, “RTO/ISO Plant” has been added (new line 17 for accounts 380 through 386) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Part h (formerly Form 12h) Section L has been added - Renewable Energy 
Credits 

 
(Continue to next page) 
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Three new lines have been added to Part i (formerly Form 12i) Section A, 
Expenses and Costs 
New line, “RTO/ISO Expense – Operation ” has been added (new line 19, for Accts. 575.1 
through 575.8) 
New line, “RTO/ISO Expense – Maintenance” has been added (new line 20, for Accts. 576.1 
through 576.5) 
New line, “Total RTO/ISO Expense” has been added (new line 21) 
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