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Outline Of Need: 
Job creation is a key element to maintaining a  viable and 
vibrant community.  Over the years many rural Iowa com-
munities have developed industrial parks as one way to 
retain and attract new businesses. 
 
How Rural Development Helped:  
Over the years, USDA Rural Development has awarded 
more than $10 million in loans and grants to assist com-
munities develop industrial parks in Iowa. 
 
In 2009, the agency provided $235,000 to Blue Grass In-
dustrial Park in Corning, Iowa, through revolving loan 
funds that were awarded to Southwest Iowa Rural Electric 
Cooperative.  
 
The funds assisted with the completion of a 22,500 square-
foot speculative building in the business park. 
 
The Results: 
The Blue Grass Industrial Park was established in 1976 by 
the Adams Community Economic Development Corpora-

tion (ACEDC).  The 125-acre park is located two miles 
outside of Corning, Iowa, and is home to two companies 
that use four buildings and have a total of 70 employees. 
 
Thanks to the partnerships of ACEDC, Iowa Area Devel-
opment Group, Southwest Iowa Rural Electric Coopera-
tive and USDA Rural Development, the park continues to 
grow and now includes six buildings totaling 263,000 
square feet of space.   
 
More than 70 people are employed at this vibrant business 
park in southwest Iowa. 
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Fast Facts 
 
Program: Rural Economic Development  Grant program  
Investment: $235,000  
Partners: Adams Community Economic Development 
Corporation and Southwest Iowa Rural Electric Cooperative 
Congressional District: IA–5 
 
Demographics: 
 Corning, Iowa 
 Population; 1,555 
 
Impact:  
 Blue Grass Industrial Park employs 70 people in 

southwest Iowa 

USDA Helps Sustain 
Jobs in Southwest Iowa 

Funding from USDA 
Rural Development 
helped construct a 
speculative building 
at the Blue Grass 
Industrial Park in 
Corning. 
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