
Broadband & Continuous 
Business Creation 

Outline Of Need: 
Many communities in rural Northeast Minnesota lack 
adequate access to broadband. 
 
How Rural Development Helped: 
Rural Development used $43 million in Recovery Act 
funds to deliver high-speed Internet access to eight 
counties in Northeastern Minnesota. 
 
The Results: 
Wednesday, April, 20, 2011 marked an important day for 
northeastern Minnesotans. Ground broke, marking the be-
ginning of a three-year project to supply high-speed broad-
band access across eight counties and surrounding areas.  
Out of 12,000 applicants nationwide who applied for fund-
ing through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
in conjunction with USDA Rural Development, Northeast 
Service Cooperative (NESC) in Mt. Iron, Minn. was 
awarded $43 million loans and grants to complete this am-
bitious task. 
 

The projected is expected to create 90 jobs during the ini-
tial construction phase and 200 jobs upon completion. 

U.S. Sen. Al Franken attended the groundbreaking for the 
project. “This is going to create economic development in 
the long run and in the short run,” Franken said. 

The funding provided by the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act, along with USDA Rural Development, 
will make it so people in northeastern Minnesota have the 
same access to faster service as those in larger cities, mak-
ing these rural communities a more competitive market.  
  

“Rural Development is a large part of this project, and I 
have truly enjoyed working with the RD representatives 
that help make this project reality,” said Lyle MacVey, 
project manager. 

The project requires 915 miles of fiber-optic network 
stretched across eight counties. About 400 miles is under 
construction right now, the remainder will be installed by 
2013. 
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Fast Facts 
Program: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
Investment: $43 million loan and grant 
Cong. Dist.: 8 (Cravaack) 
Demographics: Northeast Minnesota (8 counties) 
Impact: 
 Provide jobs for rural community members 
 Increase competitive business and residential market 
 Provide communities with high-speed broadband access 
 Assist with economic stability of rural communities 

Northeastern Minnesota 
Looks Forward to Having 
High-Speed Broadband 
Access 

Groundbreaking ceremony of the Northeast Service Coopera-
tive’s three-year broadband project. 
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