
 

Alternative Energy 

Outline of Need: 
‘Flex fuel vehicles’ are helping to wean the nation off of its de-
pendency on foreign oil.  USDA Rural Development, through 
the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), hopes to guar-
antee that more fuel station blender pump options will be offered 
in rural areas as well as  metropolitan areas.  More blender 
pumps equates to more options for flex fuel vehicle drivers in 
every part of the state. 
 
How Rural Development Helped: 
A portion of the REAP program administers grants to fuel sta-
tion owners as an incentive to offer more fuel options at their 
stations.  Missouri financed 26 total pumps since the start of the 
initiative. 
 
The Results: 
Judy Canales, Administrator of USDA Rural Development Ru-
ral Business-Cooperative Service, visited Platte-Clay Fuel’s 
service station pump at Kearney, Mo.  They are one of the first 
recipients of a grant aiding in the development of more blender 
pumps across the nation.  Janie Dunning, Missouri State Direc-
tor, and Mike Torres, Platte-Clay Electric Co-op CEO, and other 
key stakeholders joined Canales in the unveiling of the new 
pump at the service station. 
 
Since last spring, Missouri USDA Rural Development  staff 
processed applications that approved financing of a total of 26 
fuel pumps  through the REAP program.       Canales was 

pleased to watch the entire progression of the financing from 
rollout of the program in May up to the unveiling of the financed 
blender pump. 
 
“Missouri is standing tall in growing its own for the nation,”  
Canales  said  during  her visit  to the Platte-Clay fueling station.  
“I thank all for you for your fine efforts.  We were so pleased to 
come back here and launch this campaign.  Here I come, three 
months later.  And we’ve got results!” 
 
USDA  Rural  Development  is continuing  its  efforts  in  help-
ing fuel stations offer more renewable fuel options to consumers 
in every corner of the of the nation.   
 
By offering incentives, USDA Rural Development has become a 
key player in our nations campaign to produce our own renew-
able fuel and reduce our dependence on foreign oil. 
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Missouri—Rural Business Service  

Fast Facts 
Program: Renewable Energy For America Program 
Investment: Funding Opportunities 
Partners:  Missouri Corn Growers 
      Growth Energy 
       Missouri Assn. of Electric Cooperatives 
Congressional District: MO– 06 
Impact: 
 Providing more fuel options for motor vehicles in 

rural areas across the nation 
 Reducing dependency on foreign oil producers 

“Reaping” the Benefits 
of the Rural Energy For 
America Program 

Judy Canales, USDA Rural Development Administrator of  
Business and Cooperative Programs, demonstrating the ease of 
using a blender pump at the Platte-Clay fuel station in   Kear-
ney,  Missouri. 
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