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Outline Of Need:  
Small businesses need every advantage to compete in today’s 
world market. Reducing utility bills through renewable energy is 
good for the bottom line, and for a company’s image with con-
sumers. But, affordable financing for an uncommon investment 
can be hard to come by, especially in rural communities. 
 
How Rural Development Helped:  
Rural Development, United Community Bank, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA), Lenoir City Electric Coop and the 
State together provided a financing package that made the Wam-
pler’s Farm Sausage Company’s solar array a commercially vi-
able compliment for this third generation family business. RD 
provided a $1,230,585 low-interest loan guarantee and a 
$250,000 REAP grant matched by $866,089 cash invested by 
the company. TVA, through the coop, has contracted to pay a 
premium for the clean energy produced. State tax incentives 
help TVA reach clean air goals for the region. 
 

The Results: 
The new 500 kW solar array on the hillside overlooking Wam-
pler’s main facility is expected to generate at least 744,000 kWH 
of clean electricity each year.  
 
That is nearly half the energy typically needed to operate the 
company’s commercial ovens, industrial refrigeration and meet 
its other electrical demands. Together with a smaller 36 kW so-
lar array installed on the roof  a year prior, the Wampler’s sys-
tem is expected to reduce carbon emissions by the equivalent of 
more than 60,100 gallons of gasoline, 1,200 barrels of oil or the 
average electricity consumed by more than 64 homes in the U.S. 
each year. 
 
According to company officials the benefits of this public-
private partnership extend to jobs across the state. The SHARP 
solar panels were manufactured in Memphis with wiring har-
nesses assembled by Total Quality Instrumentation in Cooke-
ville and glass manufactured by AGC Flat Glass North America 
in Kingsport. The installation was handled by Efficient Energy 
of Tennessee based in Knoxville. 
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Fast Facts 
 
Program: Rural Energy for America Program. 
Investment: $2.34 million public/private. 
Partners: United Community Bank, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA), Lenoir City Electric Coop; State 
of Tennessee 
Congressional District : (TN-2) 

 
Demographics: 
 Lenoir City, Loudon County 
 Population: 8,642 (2010 Census) 
 
Impact:  
 Will produce about half the electricity consumed by the 

company each year. The reduction in carbon emissions is 
equivalent to about 60,100 gallons of gasoline burned or 
1,200 barrels of oil, or the electricity consumed by about 
60 average homes in the U.S. each year.  

 
Contact: david.glasgow@tn,usda.gov;  
Phone: 615-783-1304  

Wampler’s Farm  
Sausage, Burgers & 
Brats Made With Sun 

What started as a small solar array on the roof has expanded to cover the adja-
cent hillside. Just as important, the brand is reaping additional benefits from 
consumers who applaud Wampler’s conservation and renewable energy efforts. 
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