State Director Message:

What a year!  The numbers are in and they are stunning.     

In 2010, the US Department of Agriculture Rural Development invested more than half a billion dollars in strengthening New Hampshire and Vermont’s rural communities.   

Our business programs assisted more than 400 businesses including farms throughout the region and, as a result, retained or created nearly 1475 jobs! Energy, food, tourism, education, health care and manufacturing were just a few of the industry sectors that received a boost from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) in 2010 through USDA.  

Along with substantial investment in business projects, we provided $254 million in loans, which ensured that 1,550 of our fellow citizens and those in their families achieved home ownership for the first time, more than any year since 1994.  

Energy grants and loans were a huge component of USDA RD’s work in 2010. Anaerobic digesters grew up on farms, saving farmers money on utility costs and animal bedding as well as providing electricity for the grid that all of us can use. Maple sugar producers utilized USDA grants and loans to upgrade their sugaring equipment, achieving more efficient energy use and increased production.    

Our investments in essential community services enabled communities to improve their water and wastewater systems; rehab their libraries and town halls; add or replace ambulances and fire trucks; and upgrade computer equipment in their schools.  

As we celebrate the accomplishments of 2010, we recognize that many of our friends and neighbors are struggling and hoping that better times are just around the corner. Be assured that we, your fellow citizens at USDA RD, are by your side. We pledge to allocate every resource we have to ensure that our mission to “increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for people who live in our rural communities” is accomplished.      

Here’s to a very successful 2011!
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