Community Facilities (CF) grants can be used to assist rural communities develop or improve essential public community facilities.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Nonprofit corporations and public bodies serving rural areas are eligible.  Applicants must:
1. Be unable to obtain or afford the needed funds on a loan basis from Rural Development or other sources;

2. Have the legal authority necessary for construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed facility;


3. Be located in a rural community having a population of 20,000 or less and primarily serve communities with a  population of 20,000 or less;

4. Serve areas where the median household income of the population to be served by the proposed facility is below 90% of the State non-metropolitan median household income. Please contact the office serving your area for this information.
HOW MAY FUNDS BE USED?

Funds are to be used for capital acquisition, construction or improvements to buildings and/or equipment of essential community facilities.  

 WHAT IS THE MAXIMUM GRANT?
Grants vary from 15% to 75% of the project cost.  The level of funding is based on the population and income level of the primary service area of the facility to be financed.  In addition, the total federal grant funding for the overall project cannot exceed 75%.

WHAT ARE ESSENTIAL FACILITIES?

Facilities must provide an essential service to the local community.  Examples of essential community facilities include:

-Museums                            -Police or Fire Stations

-Theaters                              -Fire Trucks  

-Community Centers           -Rescue Vehicles

-Senior Centers                    -Youth Centers

-Municipal Buildings
  -Libraries

-Rehabilitation Centers  
  -Educational Facilities

-Health Clinics
-Assisted Living Facilities

-Ambulatory Care Centers   -Nursing Homes

-Communications Centers    

-Child and Adult Care Centers   

LIMITATIONS ON GRANT FUNDS 

Grant funds cannot be used to:

· Pay any annual recurring costs, including purchases or rentals that are generally considered to be operating and maintenance expenses;

· Refinance existing indebtedness, pay interest, or loan/grant finder’s fees;

· Pay costs to construct facilities to be used for commercial rental where the applicant has no control over tenants and services offered;

· Construct facilities primarily for the purpose of housing State, Federal, or quasi-Federal agencies;

· Fund facilities which are not modest in size, design, and cost; or

· Fund facilities which are primarily for recreation.
HOW ARE APPLICATIONS PROCESSED?

Applications are accepted throughout the year; however, applications on hand by January 15th will receive priority for that year’s funding.

Applications may be obtained by contacting the Rural Development offices below:  
NH:

Concord, NH

603-223-6045

VT:

Chittenden, Franklin, Grand Isle, Lamoille, Orange and Washington Counties

802-828-6032

Addison, Bennington, Rutland, Windham and Windsor Counties

802-257-7878 Ext 106

Caledonia, Essex and Orleans Counties

603-747-2777 Ext 113
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USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the 
quality of life in Rural America by providing financial and technical assistance

Committed to the future of rural communities
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer. Complaints of discrimination should be sent to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20250-9410
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD)
Rev 10/2005

[image: image1.png]USDA manls

Development




Community Facility 

Grants

[image: image2.jpg]



Visit our web site at

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov
