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HOME REPAIR FUNDS AVAILABLE THROUGH USDA 

 
 USDA Rural Development has loan funds available for home repairs for very low-income rural 
homeowners.  Grants are available for senior citizens age 62 or older, who do not show repayment ability for a 
loan. 
 Funds may be used for home repairs in rural areas for eligible homeowners with incomes under fifty (50) 
percent of the median family income for that County.  Eligible rural areas are defined as having a population 
under 10,000 or up to 20,000 population in non-metropolitan areas.  Applicants must be citizens or permanent 
residents, legally admitted to the United States.  The funds may only be used for owner-occupied housing that is 
modest in value. 
 The maximum home repair loan amount is $20,000 with an interest rate of one (1) percent, with up to 20 
years to repay.  Section 504 grants up to $7,500 are available to remove health or safety hazards for senior citizen 
homeowners, 62 years or older, who are unable to finance their repairs.  Income limits are as follows: 

County 1 person 2 person 3 person 4 person 5 person 6 person 7 person 8 person 
Clark 23,050 26,300 29,600 32,900 35,550 38,150 40,800 43,450 
Cowlitz 18,800 21,500 24,150 26,850 29,000 31,150 33,300 34,450 
Wahkiakum 17,800 20,350 22,900 25,450 27,500 29,500 31,550 33,600 
Lewis 17,050 19,500 21,900 24,350 26,300 28,250 30,200 32,150 
Pacific 17,050 19,500 21,900 24,350 26,300 28,250 30,200 32,150 

 
          The 504 Housing Repair Program impacts those of greatest need.   In Cowlitz County, funding was made 
available for a grant and used in conjunction with funds from Lower Columbia Community Action Council for a 
91-year old woman in Ryderwood.  By the agencies working together and utilizing funds from both programs, 
this disabled person was able to have a new heating system installed and have all the windows and exterior doors 
replaced with new thermal, insulated products to assist in keeping her warm and comfortable while reducing her 
heating costs.  

In Glenoma in Lewis County, USDA was able to assist a disabled person by removing electrical safety 
hazards from his home and installing a new heating system and thermal pane windows to improve his living 
conditions with a 1% loan for $10,800. 

Also in Lewis County, two grants totaling $13,550 were made to assist two senior families.  One person 
in Onalaska needed an existing septic system decommissioned and connected to the new public sewer system, and 
have some floor repairs completed.  A senior in Silver Creek needed her well repaired so she could obtain 
drinkable water enabling her to continue to live in her house. 

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing 
economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural 
Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business 
development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on USDA Rural 
Development's 504 Housing Repair Program can be obtained by contacting the USDA Service Center in Brush 
Prairie at 360-883-1987, Ext. 4, or by visiting the Washington State Rural Development web site at 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wa  ### 
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