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Gail Bennett, Public Affairs Specialist – (304) 284-4875
Raleigh County Public Library Approved for ARRA Grant 

To Purchase New Bookmobile 

Morgantown, WV – February 17, 2010:  State Director Robert D. Lewis announces that USDA Rural Development approved a Community Facilities Grant in the amount of $27,000 for Raleigh County Public Library, Raleigh County, WV.
“The funding provided through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will be utilized to purchase a new Bookmobile,” stated Lewis.

Raleigh County Public Library currently has two Bookmobiles, each over 20 years old and over 60,000 miles on each of them, nearing the end of their useful life.  They are beginning to rust, repair costs are becoming higher, and it is nearly impossible to find parts for them.  They are very inefficient and not modern in design or technical features.  
The library uses the Bookmobile to serve the rural areas of Raleigh County where there are no libraries.  These areas are all reached by way of two lane mountainous roads.  Many of the residents of these areas are not able to journey to Beckley to use the library services.  

The Bookmobiles serve nearly 100,000 children, seniors and disabled individuals each year.  Without them, these rural residents will not have access to books, newspapers, audio, and other resources.  They serve as an education tool to empower the residents, especially children, to enrich their lives through education and they also serve as a social function with an educational benefit for seniors, keeping their minds active.  

"President Obama’s Recovery Act has helped create jobs and lay a new foundation for economic growth during the greatest economic crisis since the Great Depression,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  “USDA has used Recovery Act funding to create badly-needed jobs and stimulate local economies, help farmers and rural businesses make it through tough times, ensure that struggling families can put food on the table, and build and revitalize critical infrastructure in rural communities across America.”

President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 into law on Feb. 17, 2009. It is designed to jumpstart the nation's economy, create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation's infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need. 

More information about USDA's Recovery Act efforts is available at www.usda.gov/recovery . More information about the Federal government's efforts on the Recovery Act is available at www.recovery.gov. 
Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs and administers program assistance through its housing, business/cooperative, community and infrastructure programs.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  

Further information on USDA Rural Development may be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.  In West Virginia, call 1-800-295-8228 to be put in touch with the appropriate personnel serving your county.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202.720.2600 (voice and TDD).   
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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