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Gail Bennett, Public Affairs Specialist – (304) 284-4875

USDA Rural Development Celebrates Earth Day in West Virginia 

Morgantown, WV – April 28, 2009:  

What:

Earth Day Celebration and Check Presentation
When:  
Wednesday, April 29, 2009


1:00 P.M.
Where:  
Huttonsville Public Service District


Administrative Office Building

  
Mill Creek, Randolph County, WV 

Who: 

Public Is Invited 

USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Dianne Goff Crysler announces an Earth Day Celebration and Check Presentation to take place on Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at the Huttonsville Public Service District’s Administrative Office Building in Mill Creek, Randolph County, WV, beginning at 1:00 P.M..
Earth Day is observed annually on April 22 to raise awareness about the role citizens, businesses and communities can play in protecting the environment.  Since the first Earth Day celebration in 1970, the event has expanded to include participation by citizens and governments in more than 175 countries.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack marked the 39th anniversary of Earth Day on April 21 by announcing 56 communities in 34 states have been selected to receive $144.3 million in loans and grants for infrastructure improvements to improve water availability and quality.
In West Virginia, Huttonsville Public Service District was approved to receive a $1,050,000 loan and an $850,000 grant.  These funds, partnered with other funding, will help replace the existing collection systems in the communities of Dailey, East Dailey and Valley Bend.  A significant inflow and infiltration problem exists in these areas.  Existing sewer lines that were not replaced in the Phase I project are roughly 70 years old and are mainly made of clay pipe.  Approximately 460 customers will benefit from the proposed project.

Federal and State Government officials, stakeholders, and the affected community members are expected to join in this celebration.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural communities.  Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs and administers program assistance through its housing, business/cooperative, community and utilities programs.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  

Further information on USDA Rural Development may be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.  In West Virginia, call 1-800-295-8228 to be put in touch with the appropriate personnel serving your county.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202.720.2600 (voice and TDD).      


##
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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