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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES $66.4 MILLION FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROJECTS IN RURAL AREAS

33 States Benefit from Recovery Act Projects Such as Libraries, Food Distribution Centers, Equipment for First Responders

WASHINGTON, July 8, 2009 — Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced the selection of nearly $66.4 million in essential community facilities projects in 33 states throughout the country that are being funded immediately with federal funds provided through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  This is the third wave of Recovery Act community facilities investments announced by USDA.
“Communities throughout the country are benefiting from the Recovery Act, and by building or upgrading facilities such as libraries, public buildings and community centers, we are investing in the future of rural America,” Vilsack said. “These projects will advance the Administration's efforts to jumpstart the economy by creating jobs and economic development opportunities in hundreds of small towns.” 

In addition to the $66.4 million that USDA Rural Development is providing for the 345 projects announced today, recipients have raised $45 million from other sources.

In West Virginia, 25045 A New Clendenin, Inc., Clendenin, Kanawha County, will utilize their $1,040,00 direct loan and $100,000 grant to assist in renovating the second floor of the former Clendenin Middle School to be used as the headquarter location for Cabin Creek Clinic, Inc.  Cabin Creek Clinic’s current location in the community occupies 5,400 square feet; the new location will provide the clinic 12,500 square feet.  In addition, the leveraged funding will be used to create 15 exam rooms, a pharmacy, physical therapy center and administrative offices.


Also in West Virginia, City of Hinton Fire Department, Hinton, Summers County, WV, will receive a $1,350,000 direct loan and $50,000 grant to purchase property for a new fire hall, demolition of existing old car dealership on the lot, and for the construction of a new 10,000 square feet fire hall with six double bays, a training room, staff offices, kitchen, laundry, storage, and a show room for display of historic fire fighting memorabilia.  The current fire hall was built in the 1920s with an addition and renovations in 1960.  The existing building is too small, outdated, and part of the building was built on fill and is settling causing doors to not operate properly, problems with the roof and putting the building in danger of collapsing.  Having to store some equipment outside has caused problems, especially in the winter months.  The new building will have room for all of the existing equipment and will provide a training room.  The location of the new facility will reduce incident response time, saving lives and property.

Another example, Rural Development is providing a $20,775 grant to help the Hoopa Valley Tribe in Humboldt County, Calif., buy a truck for the tribe’s food distribution program. Currently, the tribe’s food distribution program uses a 15-year-old, 24-foot refrigerated Freightliner truck for deliveries, and staff members also use personal vehicles to help make deliveries. The new, smaller vehicle will be more reliable for deliveries to existing clients. Since many individuals in the area are without vehicles, do not drive or have other difficulties finding transportation, the tribe expects the new truck will enable it to increase the number of clients serve. The food distribution program has been in operation since 1983 and has grown to serve nearly 1,200 clients a month.

Rural Development is lending $550,000 to the Whitman County Rural Library in Colfax, Wash., to help finance renovations to the library and accessibility improvements for people with disabilities. The building is the only public library within 25 miles of Colfax. It provides public access to computers, meeting rooms for the community and space for early childhood development programs. Currently, the only access to the upper levels of the three-story structure is through a stairway to the meeting rooms. 
The funding announced today is being is being provided through USDA Rural Development’s Community Facilities program, which helps finance essential community facilities for public use in rural areas. These facilities include childcare centers, hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living facilities, fire and rescue stations, police stations, community centers, public buildings and transportation. Through this program, USDA ensures that such facilities are available to all rural residents. These funds are available to public bodies, non-profit organizations and recognized Indian tribes.  
Funding of individual recipients is contingent upon their meeting the terms of the loan or grant agreement. More information about USDA Rural Development and a complete listing of projects being funded through this announcement can be found at www.rurdev.usda.gov.
President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 into law on Feb. 17, 2009. It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy, create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need.

More information about USDA’s Recovery Act efforts is available at www.usda.gov/recovery.  More information about the Federal government’s efforts on the Recovery Act is available at www.recovery.gov.
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