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Agriculture Under Secretary Tonsager Announces Availability of Funds  
To Achieve Long-Term Economic Growth, Business Development and Sustainability in Rural 

Areas  
 
WASHINGTON, April 5, 2010 – Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Dallas 
Tonsager today announced that USDA is accepting applications for business and community 
development grants to help rural communities create wealth, attract more residents and become 
economically self-sustaining.  
 
The funding is being provided through USDA Rural Development’s Rural Business Opportunity 
Grant (RBOG) program, which provides grants for technical assistance and planning activities to 
improve economic conditions in rural cities or towns of 50,000 people or fewer.  
 
“As a longtime rural resident, I am optimistic about President Obama’s vision for a stronger, more 
prosperous rural America,” Tonsager said. “These grants can be the foundation for implementing the 
President’s vision of developing initiatives that emphasize expanding exports, linking farm 
production to local consumption, producing biofuels and renewable energy, capitalizing on 
broadband, and innovatively using natural resources as wealth-building tools for rural places.”  
 
Funding under the RBOG program can be used to pay for economic planning, technical assistance, 
and training for rural communities, entrepreneurs or economic development officials. Under this 
round of funding, priority consideration will be given to applications that best demonstrate strong 
regional or multi-jurisdictional collaboration, referred to as ‘great regions’, leadership capacity, and 
those that represent varying demographics (including underserved and under-represented 
communities). The amount of funding available is $2.48 million.  
 
Applications are due June 28, 2010. More information on how to apply for a USDA Rural Business 
Opportunity Grant is available at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/rbog.htm  
To be eligible for funding, an applicant must be a public body, non-profit corporation, Indian Tribe 
or cooperative with members that are primarily rural residents. Applicants must also have significant 
expertise in the activities proposed and the financial strength to ensure the objectives of the proposed 
grant can be accomplished.  
 
USDA Rural Development administers and manages more than 40 housing, business, and 
community infrastructure and facility programs through a network of 6,100 employees located in 500 
national, state and local offices. These programs are designed to improve the economic  



stability of rural communities, businesses, residents, farmers and ranchers, and improve the quality of 
life in rural America. Rural Development has an existing portfolio of more than $132 billion in loans 
and loan guarantees.  

#   


