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Agriculture Secretary Vilsack to Sign MOU To Support Continued Development Of 
Biofuels And Related Products 

 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 25, 2011 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that he 
will sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to encourage the continued development of 
bio-based products for energy consumption, animal feed, chemicals and other uses. 
 
“This agreement will help provide a roadmap to guide and strengthen public, private and 
academic partnerships that are essential to bio-based industries,” Vilsack said. “It is important 
that we work together to encourage the development of more bio-based products.  Not only will 
this reduce our nation’s dependence on imported oil, it also will lead to a cleaner, healthier 
environment.” 
 
Vilsack will sign the MOU with the Governors’ Biofuels Coalition, which was originally formed 
to provide leadership on ethanol policy development but has since expanded to address issues 
related to biodiesel, advanced biofuels and other products derived from renewable sources.  
Thirty-six states are Coalition members. Copies of the final version of the MOU will be made 
available on Monday.   
 
The MOU calls for the parties to work together to support President Obama’s May 5, 2009, 
Biofuels Directive that calls for a reduction in energy consumption derived from fossil fuels.    
Specifically, it encourages the parties to address the following issues: 
 
Eliminate obstacles to the development of higher-blend biofuels; Develop techniques and 
systems that make feedstock production sustainable throughout the United States; and   Increase 
public understanding of the benefits of agriculture. 
 
USDA is among the forefront of federal efforts to support the development of bio-based fuels. In 
early February, the Department announced a series of policy changes to increase the production 
and use of renewable energy. The changes increase the amount of financial assistance available 
for biorefinery loan guarantees, expand the types of facilities at which bioenergy products can be 
produced, and, in some cases, provide payments during the construction of biofuels facilities. 
   
USDA, through its Rural Development mission area, administers and manages more than 40 
housing, business and community infrastructure and facility programs through a national 
network of state and local offices. These programs are designed to improve the economic 
stability of rural communities, businesses, residents, farmers and ranchers and improve the 
quality of life in rural America. Rural Development has an existing portfolio of nearly $146 
billion in loans and loan guarantees.  



Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs and administers 
program assistance through its housing, business, community and infrastructure programs.  The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)   
 
Further information on USDA Rural Development may be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site 
at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.  In West Virginia, call 1-800-295-8228 to be put in touch with 
the appropriate personnel serving your county.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202.720.2600 (voice and TDD).   
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