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Hub’s Statewide Networking
Session Huge Success

Morgantown, WV — April 29, 2010: USDA Rural Development’s State Director
Bobby Lewis, Community Facilities Specialist Paula Moeller, Area Specialist Steven Poe and
Public Affairs Specialist Gail Bennett were four among over 100 that attended the networking
opportunity provided by West Virginia Community Development Hub, Inc., on April 28. The
session took place at the Bridgeport Conference Center, Harrison County, where the attendees
participated through both structured and informal exercises.

“This was a great opportunity and a huge success. The folks attending have such a passion to
share ideas, work together and succeed in their communities,” stated Kent Spellman, Executive
Director of The Hub.

During the afternoon activities, The Hub was presented with a ceremonial check for $251,706 by
USDA Rural Development State Director Bobby Lewis. The Hub was approved for a Rural
Community Development Initiative Grant through Rural Development’s Community Facilities
program earlier this month. Those funds will be used to provide technical assistance and training
funds to the West Virginia Community Development Hub, who will act as an intermediary to
development capacity for ten rural WV communities. More detailed information about this
particular networking session and WV Community Development Hub, Inc., may be found on
their website at www.wvhub.org.

Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs and administers
program assistance through its housing, business, community and infrastructure programs. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

Further information on USDA Rural Development may be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site
at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. In West Virginia, call 1-800-295-8228 to be put in touch with
the appropriate personnel serving your county. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202.720.2600 (voice and TDD).
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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