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SPALDING GETS $9 MILLION IN USDA FINANCING ON EARTH DAY
Spalding, CA - April 26, 2005 – In recognition of the 36th Annual Earth Day, Janice Waddell, USDA Rural Development Community Programs Director for California made a ceremonial check presentation in the amount of $9,058,800 to Spalding Community Services District (Spalding CSD).  The $8,058,000 loan, $1,000,800 grant combined package will be used to build a wastewater treatment system in the community of Spalding.   

The community of Spalding is located on the shores of Eagle Lake, a sensitive natural resource in Lassen County.  In 1991, the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board issued a “cease and desist” order to all residents of the use of septic systems due to concerns that the ground water and surface waters of Eagle Lake were being contaminated.  The current project plan by Spalding CSD highlights a collaborative effort by Spalding CSD, USDA Rural Development, USDA Forest Service, and the California State Water Resources Control Board to create wastewater collection and treatment system that complies with waste discharge requirements.  The new system will not only provide service to an estimated 600 households within the first year, but it will also preserve the quality of Eagle Lake and local groundwater sources.   
“This wastewater system in Spalding is the ideal project to mark the celebration of Earth Day,” said USDA Rural Development State Director Paul Venosdel.  “We are able to assist the progress and development of a rural community while preserving its natural resources and the environment.”     
Spalding’s significant loan/grant package to fund improvements in wastewater treatment near Eagle Lake is a good example of a wide-ranging partnership between USDA Rural Development and many other federal, state, and local entities to serve local community utilities while protecting their important environmental resources.  President George W. Bush has made safe drinking water a focus of his administration and encourages these partnerships that can lead to USDA rural water and wastewater loans and grants to help improve local water problems.  
Funding of selected applicants will be contingent upon meeting the conditions of the loan and grant agreements.  USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Additional information about rural programs is available at the local USDA Rural Development office or on USDA’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.    
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