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USDA SUPPORTS FFA AGRI-ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Fresno, CA - April 17, 2005 – USDA Rural Development State Director Paul Venosdel spoke at the Future Farmers of America (FFA) Conference in Fresno today to draw attention to the $100,000 available to FFA students for USDA scholarships.  During her term as USDA Secretary, Ann M. Veneman announced $100,000 in grants to FFA from USDA Rural Development including $75,000 to support the Agri-Entrepreneurship Award program.  This program’s preliminary goal is to increase the number of business start-ups by teaching young people how to identify market opportunities and create jobs.  As part of this program, students are challenged to develop an agricultural-related business plan.   

The FFA is an organization dedicated to providing children and young adults opportunities for leadership and personal and career success through agricultural education.  Founded in 1928, FFA now has over 7,000 chapters and over 476,000 members participating through their local school chapters.  Involvement at the state and national levels allows FFA students to develop their career skills beyond what they learn in the classroom, in the areas of problem solving, public speaking, civic responsibility, financial management, and community service.  
In addition to recognizing members’ accomplishments, the FFA also awards college scholarships to members who participate in its National Collegiate Scholarship Program.  To qualify, members must draft an agricultural business proposal to demonstrate their entrepreneurial ability.  Applicants with the most feasible proposals and eligible matching funds from their sponsors are awarded the scholarship, with the chance to carry out their business plan.              
The State Director’s visit highlighted the collaborative efforts of FFA and USDA Rural Development to improve the future of rural communities.  “The FFA is an important part of rural California communities because it promotes education, hard work, and concern for the community,” said Venosdel.  “USDA Rural Development is proud to be a part of that tradition of honest values."     

Funding of selected Rural Development loan and grant applicants will be contingent upon meeting the conditions of the loan and grant agreements.  USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Additional information about rural programs is available at the local USDA Rural Development office or on USDA’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.    
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