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LOCAL RESIDENT ASSISTS RURAL COMMUNITIES 
WITH ECONOMIC CHALLENGES
Salinas, CA—August 12, 2004 -   Bringing rural Californian towns up to speed economically with their urban counterparts is no small task.  But thanks to USDA Rural Development employee Violet Gomes, the goal of improving rural areas’ quality of life has just become more attainable. 

Gomes has been a dedicated federal worker since October 1978, when she started working with the Department of Social Security.  Five years later, she took on a county office clerk position with the US Department of Agriculture’s Farmers’ Home Administration, now known as Rural Development.  Since then, Gomes has taken on the challenge of heading the Office of Community Development (OCD), and she is finding her job to be more gratifying than ever.    

With genuine enthusiasm, Gomes explains the advantages to working in Rural Development.  “You’re able to help communities at a grassroots level and communicate with real people about their idealism in bringing up their communities.  People come to me with ideas of what they want to see in their towns, and I tell them where they can start, and how Rural Development programs can assist them in making their dreams a reality.”

Gomes duties as the OCD Liaison include working with selected communities to develop community priorities, establish goals, and outline tasks the communities will undertake to reach those goals. These communities are: Empowerment Zone – Desert Communities Empowerment Zone (Riverside County), Enterprise Community – City of Watsonville, City of Huron/Tule River Indian Tribe, Imperial County, Champion Community – South Valley Economic Partners (Kern County), Tulare County, and Planada/Le Grande.  Recently, Gomes was able to provide extensive technical assistance and financial planning to local businesses and homeowners in Watsonville, resulting in the city obtaining nearly $250,000 in grants for community development.  Gomes’s work is also vital for long term economic development in the area.  She helps local businesses with infrastructural improvements, training, employment, and economic strategy.  

When asked what she aimed to accomplish at her new assignment, Gomes replied, “I hope to get to understand the people in these communities and let them know how Rural Development can assist them in improving their local conditions and quality of life.” 

USDA Rural Development is a leading provider of programs addressing rural economic and developmental needs.  For more information on how USDA Rural Development programs can help you and your community, visit your local USDA area office, the Rural Development website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca, or the USDA Office of Community Development at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ocd. 
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