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USDA SHOWS ALPAUGH THE MONEY FOR A NEW WATER SYSTEM
Visalia, CA – January 26, 2004 -  Clean, safe drinking water will soon be flowing for the 600 residents of Alpaugh thanks to $1.9 million in funding provided by the USDA Rural Development, who were in town today to sign the documents and make the agreement official.  

 Over the last year representatives from the USDA Rural Development have been working with members of the community to come up with a solution for solving their unsafe water problems.   In 2002, a $611,100 emergency water grant was approved to drill a temporary well which is currently under construction.  The approval of the recent $483,250 loan and $1,449,750 grant will allow construction to begin to build a permanent water storage tank, put in additional lines and add meters which will provide clean, safe and affordable water to the community. 


“The staff at USDA Rural Development and representatives from the Community of Alpaugh have done a tremendous job in working together to come up with a solution in addressing the community’s water needs,” said Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California.  “We care about the citizens of Alpaugh and will continue to work with them to improve their quality of life.”

Other USDA Rural Development funding in Alpaugh were two Community Facility grants totaling $119,115 awarded to the Tulare County Library, which included renovations to the Alpaugh library.  

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on the Alpaugh project or other USDA Rural Development programs, contact Mike Carnes in the Visalia USDA Rural Development office at (559) 734-8732x4 or by visit USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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