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Kids are Big Winners with USDA Rural Development Funding in Kern County

Arvin/Lamont – August 24, 2004 – Several rural communities throughout Kern County were on the receiving end of over $2.8 million in funding from USDA Rural Development when Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development who recently spent two days in the County handing out ceremonial checks for projects that will provide economic opportunity, community infrastructure and business development.  Two of the recipients were the Bear Mountain Recreation and Park District and the Lamont School District.


A $35,432 grant was awarded to the Bear Mountain Recreation and Park District to resurface the Arvin Community Pool with fiberglass as well as to do essential upgrades such as painting, flooring, decks, upgrade the filtering system, and make restroom improvements.  The Lamont School District also received a grant in the amount of $47,744 to purchase new computers and establish computers labs for the District.  


“USDA Rural Development is committed to assisting rural California communities and residents improve their overall quality of life,” said Venosdel.  “Projects like these are examples of a community providing  opportunities for children to grow.”

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center  or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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