[image: image1.wmf]
Ginny Monroe, Public Affairs Specialist, 430 G. Street, Agency 4169, Davis, CA  95616-4169

Telephone:  (530) 792-5803 * Fax:  (530) 792-5841 * Cell:  (530) 681-1570

Ginny.monroe@ca.usda.gov * www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca

Butte Community Bank and 
Local Business Receive Inaugural 
USDA Business and Lender of the Year Awards 


Paradise, CA – January 6, 2004 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California today presented the first ever Business and Lender of the Year Awards to representatives from the Butte Community Bank and to the Youth for Change.  Each recipient received an engraved glass plaque honoring their achievements.
Loan Officer Glen Rilinger of Butte Community Bank received the USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT-CALIFORNIA RURAL BUSINESS LENDER OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR 2003, recognizing the bank for its strong commitment to working with local communities in improving the economy for rural businesses and families in Northern California.  

George Siler, Executive Director, Youth for Change, was also on hand to receive the USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT-CALIFORNIA RURAL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR 2003 from Venosdel.  Youth for Change is a comprehensive, collaborative treatment center, providing services to Butte County youth and their families.  
“We are pleased to honor the Butte Community Bank and Youth for Change as outstanding examples of positive partnerships between a dedicated community bank, a strong local business and the guaranteed financing of the federal government,” said Venosdel. 
Butte Community Bank and Youth for Change participated in the Business and Industry (B&I) Guaranteed Loan program through USDA Rural Development which guarantees up to 80% of the loan made by a commercial lender for qualified businesses in eligible rural areas. USDA Rural Development California leads the nation in the B & I program with more than $100 million and 2,200 jobs created in fiscal year 2003.  
Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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