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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT HELPS RESTORE 

MT. PIONEER WATER SYSTEM 
$216,000 grant helps residents recover from 2003 “Old Fire”
Davis, Calif., - USDA Rural Development in California has awarded a $216,000 grant to the Mountain Pioneer Mutual Water Company to help the San Bernardino County community it serves restore its water system. USDA Rural Development State Director Paul Venosdel said the funds will be used to install new water mains, fire hydrants and service lines, which were destroyed in October 2003 “Old Fire” in the San Bernardino Mountains.   

“We’re glad to bring welcome news of this grant to the Rim Mountain communities that were ravaged by wildfire two years ago. We’re gratified to make this grant as part of the re-building effort to restore the quality of life for area rural residents,” said Venosdel. “USDA Rural Development has played an important role to address the critical infrastructure needs of rural communities across the state. We are committed to the future of rural communities.”

USDA Rural Development’s Community Programs provide essential community facilities, such as updated wastewater and better quality drinking water for many rural communities. In 2004, USDA-RD provided $88.5 million in infrastructure projects. Nearly 20,000 residents in rural areas were served by USDA Rural Development-funded projects with healthy, more reliable water supplies.

“The best news is, now that we can forge ahead and replace the water lines, we can rebuild the homes that were destroyed,” said Dawn Neuenschwander, secretary-treasurer of the Mt. Pioneer Mutual Water Company. “This grant means that we can now go out to bid to get the repair work underway as soon as possible.”


The Old Fire scorched thousands of acres and destroyed more than 400 homes in the San Bernardino Mountains, including 18 homes served by the Mt. Pioneer Mutual Water Company. 

-more-
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USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $54 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
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