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USDA Celebrates Groundbreaking for Homes in Corning

Corning, CA – July 28, 2004 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California joined representatives from the Self-Help Home Improvement Project (SHHIP) and members from 16 families to break ground for the construction of their new homes.  The property for these homes is located on the south side of Donnovan Avenue in Corning.

The single-family homes are being built under USDA’s Mutual Self-Help Housing Program, a public/private partnership, in cooperation with Self-Help Home Improvement Project (SHHIP), a non-profit self-help housing corporation.  SHHIP is able to build this new 16-unit development through a USDA Rural Development technical assistance grant.  By working on-site with SHHIP to construct their homes, the families will earn “sweat equity” that will aid in paying off the loan.  The new homes will benefit not only the families but the communities in which the homes are built by raising property values, increasing economic development opportunities, and providing stability to the community.


"Led by the efforts of Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman, USDA is reinforcing our commitment to work with our affordable housing partners through the Mutual Self-Help Housing Program to expand homeownership opportunities of rural individuals and families," said Venosdel.

Through informing potential homeowners about assistance programs, USDA Rural Development is furthering President George W. Bush’s Minority Homeownership Initiative.  The initiative set a national goal of 5.5 million additional minority homeowners by the end of 2010.  The mutual self-help housing program is one means of making this national goal a reality.


For further information on this and other USDA Rural Development loan programs, contact any USDA Service Center or visit USDA’s website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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