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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDS TO DACE
$850,000 in funds will help small businesses in Blythe and Mecca  
Davis, Calif., - USDA Rural Development in California has awarded $850,000 in funds to the Desert Alliance for Community Empowerment (DACE) to expand the organization’s outreach to small businesses in eastern Riverside County. USDA Rural Development State Director Paul Venosdel announced the award of the funds --- $400,000 in intermediary loan funds and a $450,000 Rural Business Enterprise grant.   

“Eastern Riverside County is an emerging center of activity for small rural businesses and other economic development. We are pleased to award these funds to DACE to support many of the programs that it operates to encourage economic development in desert communities,” said Venosdel. “USDA Rural Development has a strong commitment to increase economic opportunity in rural California and to create jobs that are vital to local economies.”   


DACE, a nonprofit organization that was formed in 1999, implements the mission of the federally-designated Desert Communities Empowerment Zone by focusing its energy on finding solutions for the needs of its zonal communities and partnering organizations. It encompasses nearly 4,200 square-miles located within eastern Riverside County.

“This is a tremendous boost to our ongoing programs to assist small businesses. We have had a successful entry into the business lending program and the loan funds help us take our program to the next level to help many small businesses,” said Jeff Hays, DACE executive director. “The $450,000 rural business grant will help us purchase a retail center and expand an existing visitor’s center in Blythe.”


DACE, using USDA Rural Development funds, has also been instrumental in developing a retail center in Mecca. Hays said the USDA Rural Development funds will help encourage business activity in the Mecca center. He estimates the funds will help 11 businesses and create 45 new jobs and save 60 jobs. 
-more-
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“This is a real boon to our area and will help businesses that have operated in homes and in other locations make the jump to a retail center, which will help increase customer sales and service to residents in these communities,” said Hays. 



 The funds awarded to DACE are part of 111 USDA Rural Development loans and grants totaling nearly $27 million to promote homeownership opportunities and support the creation and expansion of rural businesses and jobs in rural communities in 42 States and Puerto Rico. For a complete listing of loan and grant recipients announced today go to: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $54 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
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