[image: image1.wmf]
Ginny Monroe, Public Affairs Specialist, 430 G. Street, Agency 4169, Davis, CA  95616-4169

Telephone:  (530) 792-5803 * Fax:  (530) 792-5841 * Cell:  (916) 681-1570

Ginny.monroe@ca.usda.gov * www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca

Hard Work Pays off for Families Building Their Own Homes


Esparto, CA – May 30, 2003 – In recognition of their hard work and dedication to constructing their own home, Paul Venosdel, State Director of the USDA Rural Development in California, will present nine families with certificates and join in a celebration for the completion of their self-help homes.


The single-family homes are being built under the USDA’s Mutual Self-Help Housing Program, a public/private partnership.  USDA Rural Development provided a technical assistance grant to Mercy Housing who in turn acquired land in rural communities and supervised groups of 6 to 12 families as they constructed their homes.  The families worked on-site for at least 35 hours per week, which in turn gave the family “sweat equity” in their homes.  The self-help housing program is a fantastic partnership that over the years has afforded many families in rural areas the opportunity to own their own homes.



“The self-help housing program is a fantastic partnership that leads to families in rural areas building their own homes,” said Venosdel.  “It is truly a pleasure to be part of such a wonderful experience.”


USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural

Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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