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USDA DEDICATES NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FOR GARDENSIDE ELEMENTARY

Hanford, CA – February 18, 2004 – The children at the Gardenside Elementary School are spending their recesses playing on new playground equipment, thanks to a $18,000 grant from USDA Rural Development.  Today, Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California joined the children to cut tied balloons to dedicate the new equipment.

The Lakeside Union Elementary School District was recently awarded a Economic Impact Initiative Grant under the Community Facilities program of USDA Rural Development.  Through this program projects are awarded for essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of less than 20,000 that have a not employed rate of above 19 percent.  The grants provide facilities for community health care, cultural and educational activities, fire, rescue and public safety and public building and improvement.


“It’s great to see these children having such a fun time playing on this new playground equipment,” said Venosdel.  “It gives the children a place to come and take a break from the classrooms and to build new friendships.”

Volunteers from the Navy Sea Bees and the maintenance staff from the Gardenside Elementary School spent many hours installing the equipment and providing the needed equipment to complete the job.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural

Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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