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“HOMEOWNERSHIP EXPRESS” TO VISIT FRESNO NEIGHBORHOOD

Fresno, CA – June 30, 2003 – As part of the celebrations going on across the Nation, Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development, will join Ruben Barrales, Deputy Assistant to President George W. Bush; Housing and Urban Development Deputy Regional Director, Lily Lee; Fresno Mayor Alan Autry; and a Southeast Asian family to participate in a National Homeownership Month event to help educate more Americans on achieving the American Dream.   

Fresno will be the final stop of the “Homeownership Express” bus’ month long national tour. The event will showcase the City of Fresno’s Downpayment Assistance Program, which continues to move many local families into homeownership. Southeast Asian dancers, food, and entertainment will be featured, and a Southeast Asian family who used the City of Fresno’s Downpayment Assistance program will share their excitement about purchasing their first home.  The event will also include booths from local housing agencies, which will distribute information about housing resources.

“Led by the efforts of Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman, USDA is reinforcing our commitment to work with our affordable housing partners to expand homeownership opportunities for rural individuals and families,” said Venosdel.  
The “Homeownership Express,” was launched to deliver information nationally about housing counseling, down-payment assistance, flexible mortgage financing and other resources for becoming a homeowner to communities nationwide. Each event across the nation hopes to attract potential homebuyers, specifically low to moderate-income minority families, whose homeownership rates have historically lagged well behind others.

USDA Rural Development services as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies:  Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA’s website at http:www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.  
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