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Kern County Gets Big Boost in Economic Development from USDA Rural Development


Kern County – August 24, 2004 – Several rural communities throughout Kern County were on the receiving end of over $2.8 million in funding from USDA Rural Development when Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development spent two days in the County handing out ceremonial checks for projects that will provide economic opportunity, community infrastructure and business development.


The real winners in Lamont, Lake Isabella and Arvin were the children, where USDA Rural Development provided $138,647 in grants for resurfacing the pool at the Bear Mountain Recreation and Park District, new computers for the Lamont School District, and renovation of the Kern River Valley Youth Center in Lake Isabella.  


The communities of Cantil, Rosamond and Frazier Park will soon have clean, safe drinking water thanks to over $2.6 million in loan and grant funds from USDA Rural Development for new and improved water systems.  These loan and grant funds were made possible through the water and waste disposal loan and grant program, which provides financial assistance to rural communities for improving water and waste disposal facilities, developing and repairing water, sewer, storm drainage, and sold waste systems.


As part of President Bush’s First Responder Initiative, the Kern County Sheriff Department received $52,875 in grant money to strengthen the availability of rural communities to respond to local emergencies.  As part of  USDA’s First Responder Initiative, a minimum of one dollar for every five dollars of Fiscal Year 2004 Community Facility funding available, will be dedicated to first responder type requests.  USDA Rural Development provides financing for a variety of community facilities such as:  libraries, courthouses, fire and rescue facilities and equipment, police and emergency vehicles and services and other community focused facilities and services.  The initiative will prioritize the funding of at least $100 million to specifically strengthen the ability of rural communities to respond to local emergencies. 


“Our goal is not just to deliver more federal dollars to the county – it is to help the businesses, individuals and the families of Kern County,” said Venosdel.  “We are working closely with the rural communities in Kern County to assist them with increasing affordable housing, improving economic development and provide job opportunities.


Since the beginning of this fiscal year USDA Rural Development has funded over $15 million in business, housing and infrastructure, increasing overall program fund delivery by more than $7.3 million an extremely healthy 91.8% increase from Fiscal Year 2003. An area where we have seen a big increase is n the area of affordable housing, where last year USDA Rural Development funded one guaranteed housing loan for $120,000.  So far this year 19 guaranteed housing loans totaling over $1.9 million have been closed.  These homes are located in such rural areas as Wasco, Shafter, Buttonwillow, California City and Tehachapi. 

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting the Kern County Rural Development office at (661) 336-0967 or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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