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USDA Assists the Community of Locke for Earth Day 


April 22, 2003 – Locke, CA –   In recognition of the 33rd Anniversary of Earth Day, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the selection of 42 rural water and wastewater community infrastructure projects in 29 states to receive investment funding totaling over $104 million.  The funds assist rural communities to address health and environmental issues and promotes business development.  This year’s Earth Day theme “Action for a Healthy Environment” encourages Americans to heed President Bush’s call to be good stewards of the land and wildlife around us.

“Today’s investments will help protect our environment and improve the quality of life for many rural residents throughout rural America,” said Veneman.  “President Bush has proclaimed 2002-2003 as the “Year of Clean Water.”  The President’s proclamation recognizes the importance of the 30th Anniversary of the Clean Water Act and calls upon all Americans to serve by ‘setting good examples of environmental steward-ship in our daily lives.

Included in these funds is the updating of the existing wastewater/drainage system in Locke, CA, located in rural Sacramento County. The system will soon be connected with a regional county-operated facility, correcting long-standing water quality standards violations.   The community of Locke, California, is the oldest still-occupied community in California that was built by Chinese immigrants.


The current sewer system dates back to 1915.  In the mid-1980s problems with the system led the Regional Water Quality Control Board to conclude that Locke residents faced a significant health threat. 

The wastewater treatment project includes the installation of a modern low-pressure sanitary sewer system.  Wastewater will be transported from Locke to the treatment facility in nearby Walnut Grove.  Transporting the wastewater to the existing treatment facility in Walnut Grove eliminates the need to maintain and operate a wastewater system for only forty-eight connections.  The project is approximately 70% complete and is scheduled to begin operation in May.  

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Rural Development is Rural America's Venture Capitalist, providing equity, liquidity, and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on these and other rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting California USDA Rural Development web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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