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USDA Joins Congressman Ose for Rural Issues Forum

Murphys, CA – August 14, 2003 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California today joined Congressman Doug Ose, 3rd Congressional District, at a town hall forum in Murphys, CA to discuss the importance of protecting rural lifestyles.    


The Forum:  Protecting Rural America’s Proud Way of Life will focus on key activities of Congress and the Administration to protect the rural lifestyle, and to discuss what is being done, can be done, and should be done to protect rural communities in the future.


“USDA Rural Development in California is committed to building stronger, more vibrant rural communities,” said Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California.


In the last Fiscal Year, USDA Rural Development has funded over $16 million in projects located in Calavaras County, which included upgraded wastewater treatment plants for two communities and many small business ventures, saving/creating over 150 jobs in the area.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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