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USDA INVESTS OVER $5 MILLION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

IN BUTTE COUNTY

Oroville, CA – July 8, 2003 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development was in town today to make ceremonial check presentations totaling over 
$5 million for economic development in Oroville, CA.


The Lake Oroville Area Public Utility District received funding in the amount of $5 million to be used to increase undersized sewer pipe to prevent future sewer pipe back-ups and allow for future orderly community economic development.  The improvements to the system will include repairs and or rehabilitation to the main trunk sewer line through the southwest portion of the service area.  Improvements will aid in alleviating existing health and safety/sanitary problems.  In total, approximately 24,500 feet of sewer pipe will be replaced or upgraded, greatly enhancing the districts ability to serve its customers needs.

The Work Training Center for the Handicapped, Inc. received $735,000 for the Feather River Opportunity Center, a new 7,500 square foot facility which will be used to accommodate a growing workforce and program provided goods/services as well as consolidate several operations into one complex.  The new service center will bring much needed employment to disabled and non-disabled adults of the Oroville and South Butte-County regions.  


“Rural Development is pleased to be involved with these projects so important to the greater Oroville area,” said Venosdel.  “These projects are great examples of how USDA Rural Development works as a partner with rural communities to improve conditions for businesses and for families.”


USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies:  Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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