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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDS TO BOOST BIOSECURITY
$125,000 in rural business grants will help protect poultry flocks

DAVIS, Calif., - USDA Rural Development has awarded $125,000 in rural business grants to help strengthen the state’s firewall against poultry diseases like avian influenza and exotic Newcastle disease. The grants, presented by USDA Rural Development State Director Paul Venosdel to the California Poultry Federation, help fund the industry’s ongoing biosecurity program of education and outreach to Northern and Central Valley small poultry producers and processors.

“Growing concern about avian flu strains that have affected people and poultry flocks in Asia should be a reminder that we need to strengthen California’s defenses against diseases,” said Venosdel. “These grants provide important training to producers to strengthen the state’s firewall against diseases that can undermine the health of the state’s poultry industry, our nation’s food security and the economic benefits that poultry producers provide.”


California Poultry Federation President Bill Mattos said Rural Development funds have already helped develop educational materials and a training curriculum to help small producers and processors who provide products for ethnic and niche markets in the state.


“This biosecurity program reaches across many small producers ---- squab, chicken and turkey producers --- who do not have the resources to hire veterinarians and other specialists to develop biosecurity programs,” said Mattos. “This grant fills that void and allows us to bring all of the specialists in biosecurity together to fortify our defenses against a variety of poultry diseases.” 

The biosecurity program was launched in 2003 with $75,000 in Rural Development funds. Another $50,000 rural business enterprise grant will augment the industry’s biosecurity program, which includes specialists from USDA, the University of California, the California Department of Food and Agriculture and poultry industry veterinarians.
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“These funds are integral to our training program for producers and small processors, and they help place signage on farms and processing facilities,” said Mattos. “There’s no doubt that without Rural Development funds we would be more vulnerable to the introduction of bird flu and other potentially devastating poultry diseases in California. We certainly don’t want a repeat of past outbreaks of serious avian diseases.” 
An outbreak of exotic Newcastle disease in Southern California in September 2002 resulted in the depopulation of more than 3 million birds, including the destruction of 21 commercial poultry flocks. The outbreak, the worst case of the deadly avian virus in about 30 years, cost more than $160 million to eradicate in a nine-month period.  In the early 1970s, an outbreak of exotic Newcastle disease in California forced agriculture workers to destroy 12 million birds in a $56 million eradication campaign.
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $54 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
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