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USDA Announces $100,000 Grant to Support Rural Homeownership

Dinuba, CA - October 15, 2004 – Marking the one year anniversary of President Bush’s visit to Ruiz Foods in Dinuba, CA, Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California, joined Peter Carey, CEO, Self-Help Enterprises, Inc., to present a check in the amount of $100,000, for a technical and supervisory assistance grant (TSA) for homebuyer education.


“Rural America’s homeownership rate is at an all time high, but there are still more families in need of a place to call home,” said Venosdel.  “This grant will assist in educating families about the process and responsibilities of home ownership.”

As part of President Bush’s challenge to increase minority homeownership by 5.5 million families by the year 2010, USDA Rural Development set a goal of increasing credit counseling and homeownership education to ensure that more families are able to successfully become and remain homeowners.  The TSA grant program assist low-income families in obtaining adequate housing to meet their needs or to continue occupancy in existing housing.  To achieve this, the grant supports programs of counseling and housing delivery.  Comprehensive TSA projects assist low income rural families by providing homeownership counseling, loan packaging for USDA Rural Development and other lenders, and delinquency counseling.
"USDA Rural Development continues to be an effective partner for organizations and communities in the San Joaquin Valley.  We are proud of Self-Help Enterprises' strong and historic partnership with USDA RD.  Our Homeownership Counseling and Education program is reaching more low-income, farmworker and immigrant families with financial literacy, credit counseling and homeownership training.  Fred Ruiz and Ruiz Foods are long-time friends and we are pleased to be able work together to offer classes on site to their team members.  Homeownership creates wealth for families and strengthens communities," said Peter Carey, Chief Executive Officer of Self-Help Enterprises of Visalia.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting the website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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