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SALMAN FARMS, INC. RECEIVES VALUE-ADDED FUNDING FROM USDA FARM BILL FUNDS


Courtland, CA – March 6, 2003 – Paul Venosdel, State Director for the USDA Rural Development in California visited the Salman farm operation and made a ceremonial check presentation in the amount of $15,000 to Melissa Salman, for a value-added agricultural development grant.  

The applicants for this grant, are full-time producers of high-quality wine grapes, which are currently being sold to wineries throughout Northern California.  Falling grape prices resulting from an overabundance of new grape producers have inspired the applicants to create a full-service winery, Grand Island Vineyards, currently in the planning stages, which will create a new and much more profitable venue for the grapes it produces.  The term “full service” denotes that not only will this winery produce wine for retail and service the public, but also will produce wine for bulk sale, and service other wineries by doing custom crushing or juicing, thus adding value to other local growers’ produce as well as their own.  The winery will be built on the Salman’s ranch, located on Grand Island in the Sacramento River Delta region of Northern California.  The estimated time frame for completion of this portion of the project is within five months.


“Projects like this one will bring new opportunities for creating value-added agricultural products that provide real investment in our rural communities,” said Paul Venosdel, USDA Rural Development State Director in California.  “These grants support the President’s economic growth and energy initiatives.”

Value-added products are defined as a change in physical state or form of the product, the production of a product in a manner that enhances its value, as demonstrated through a business plan or the physical segregation of an agricultural commodity or product in a manner that results in the enhancement of the value of the commodity or product.  Value-added also includes using any agricultural product or commodity to produce renewable energy on a farm or ranch.

The USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office. Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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