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News Release

Ft. Valley to receive special land grant college funds

Athens, GA, Oct. 7, 2002— Ft. Valley State University is among eleven 1890s land grant institutions, colleges and universities to receive special funds for business development assistance from USDA-Rural Development. Funds are to develop new businesses and employment opportunities in rural communities.

“The selected institutions exemplify strength and dedication to excellence,” said Ann Veneman, Secretary of Agriculture.  “Through these cooperative agreements we will continue to build on this partnership effort to bring new entrepreneurial and employment opportunities to rural residents in underserved areas.” 

In September, President Bush declared “National Historically Black Colleges and University Week.”  In his proclamation he emphasized the Administration’s commitment to making the goal of higher education accessible to all citizens.  Further, the President stated that opening the doors to new academic pursuits at Black Colleges and Universities encourages and enables generations of African Americans to reach their full potential.

Fort Valley State University will receive $150,000 to provide individuals or groups with information, technical assistance and financial support for business startup or expansion, job creation, and program development designed to retain jobs.  Counties served include: Crisp, Dooly, Macon, Peach, Crawford, and Taylor.

"We are excited to be a part of this program," said F. Stone Workman, state director of USDA-Rural Development. "Ft. Valley has a history of excellence and is a tremendous resource for middle Georgia. These funds should help spark small business initiatives and stimulate economic growth."

Other colleges to receive funds were Tuskeegee University; University of Maryland-Eastern Shore; Southern University and A&M College; University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff; Delaware State University; Prairie View A&M;  Alcorn State; Langston University; Tennessee State University; and South Carolina State.

The Rural Business-Cooperative Service, an agency within USDA Rural Development, provides cooperative agreement funding for 1890 institutions.  These funds are used to establish economic development programs for their neighboring communities. 

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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