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Rural Development

News Release

Rural Development wins Heritage Award

F. Stone Workman, state director of USDA-Rural Development, was recently presented the Heritage Award from East Central Technical College Foundation at the annual banquet in November. In the 17 years the award has been presented, this is only the second time an organization was honored with the award and the first time a federal agency was the recipient.

The Heritage Award is awarded annually to an individual or an organization based on two criteria: personal involvement and financial contributions to further the goals of the foundation. Other than an industry in Coffee County that was honored one year, the other 15 award presentations went to individuals.

"Our relationship with USDA-Rural Development has been a truly win-win situation," said Howard Jordan, executive director of advancement and public relations.  "The reason we selected Rural Development was in part financial, because funding has been provided for key projects. But even more important to us was the personal commitment on the part of the staff to help further rural educational opportunities. Caring and concern from Rural Development staff has also enhanced partnerships that are stimulating the economy.  So a partnership between business and education now exists to a greater degree than before."

"I was very honored to accept this award on behalf of USDA-Rural Development, " Workman said.  "I am privileged to lead an organization that is deeply committed to improving the quality of life in rural Georgia. This award is recognition of the level of their commitment." 

In July, a ceremonial big check for $149,000 was presented to help fund equipment for a new day care center.  The facility opened in the fall and is expected to provide care for 99 children between the ages of 6 weeks and 12 years old.
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