Rural Development State Director Announces Funding for Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s Efforts to Promote Agritourism
In honor of September’s designation as Agritourism Month, federal and state officials are in Woodford County on Sept. 20, 2010, for a funding announcement with the Kentucky Department of Agriculture.

The event was held at Boyd Orchards – one of the state’s many agritourism sites – where Rural Director State Director Tom Fern announced a $100,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant for the Kentucky Department of Agriculture.
“Projects like this have a lasting impact on the Commonwealth of Kentucky because it will teach and train producers about alternate methods for earning additional income,” said Fern. “Agritourism is a great tool for generating supplemental income, preserving and sustaining family farms and increasing rural economic development dollars.”

Fern was joined by U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler (6th), Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Richie Farmer, Kentucky Travel and Tourism Commissioner Mike Cooper and Mac Stone, Executive Director for the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. Agritourism officials from across the state also were in attendance, as were farmers and producers who shared agritourism success stories. 
Kentucky’s agritourism program has been developing for the past 10 years and emerged as farmers who were losing tobacco income began looking for ways to diversify their farming operations and create new sources of revenue.

Agritourism is becoming an important part of Kentucky’s farm economy, according to Richie Farmer, Commissioner of Agriculture. 

“The agritourism industry generated $3.3 million in revenue to farm-based destinations in Kentucky in 2007,” said Farmer. “Agritourism is helping farmers stay on the farm and creating opportunities for businesses like this and others that are represented here today.”
The Kentucky Department of Agriculture defines agritourism as “The act of visiting a working farm or any agricultural, horticultural, or agribusiness operations for the purpose of enjoyment, education or active involvement in the activities of the farm or operation.” 

Kentucky’s Agriculture Department and the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet operate an agritourism office that provides information and technical assistance to Kentucky agritourism operators. The office maintains the official state agritourism Web site, www.kentuckyfarmsarefun.com, where operators can find marketing suggestions, safety tips, business forms, policies and procedures, links to resources and other valuable information.

USDA, through its Rural Development mission area, administers and manages more than 40 housing, business, and community infrastructure and facility programs through a network of 6,100 employees located in 500 national, state and local offices. These programs are designed to improve the economic stability of rural communities, businesses, residents, farmers and ranchers and improve the quality of life in rural America. Rural Development has an existing portfolio of more than $130 billion in loans and loan guarantees.

