Rural Development makes new library dream a reality 
for small Kentucky community
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Despite below-freezing temperatures and high-wind advisories, more than 50 residents of Hardinsburg and Breckinridge County turned out recently to celebrate the groundbreaking of a new public library. The crowd included local high school students, city and county officials, library board trustees and members and local law enforcement.
Rural Development awarded the library board a Community Facilities direct loan in the amount of $2.25 million to construct a new 10,000 square foot building to serve the more than 18,000 residents of rural Breckinridge County. The new facility will have ample parking and offer community access to public computers with Internet access. There also will be public meeting space available for use by local organizations. The total project cost of $2.75 million includes a $500,000 applicant contribution.

“No community is complete without a vibrant public library, which provides small town residents with access to tools to improve their quality of life,” said Tom Fern, State Director for Rural Development. “Libraries play a vital role in bridging the digital divide between our urban and rural communities by providing computers with Internet access for public use. Oftentimes, the public library is the only place in a rural town where people can do research for school, take advantage of distance learning opportunities, look for a job or market a product or service.”

The library’s current facility – which was built in 1971 – was outdated and could no longer adequately meet the needs of the community, specifically in the areas of public parking and computer access, according to librarian Holly Gregory.
Gregory thanked the library staff – past and present – for their assistance during the long and often arduous process of petitioning for a new facility. She teared up several times as she addressed the standing room only crowd, thanking the community for their unwavering support.
“This is a very important day,” said Gregory, adding that it was a team effort of local, state and federal officials that made the project possible.

Wayne Onkst, state librarian and commissioner of the Kentucky Department for Library and Archives, also was on hand to mark the occasion. 
“It’s nice to see so many people here today because this truly is a partnership,” said Onkst. “Projects like this are a lot of work – but for Holly and her staff, it’s a dream come true. It is money well spent and will improve the quality of life for this community.”
Onkst encouraged everyone in attendance to visit the new construction site periodically to see the project as it progresses.
“The dream of a better community becomes a reality with each foot of concrete that is poured and with each brick that is laid,” said Onkst.
