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USDA Rural Development celebrates Earth Day in Monticello
to celebrate wastewater treatment plant upgrade
By Katherine Belcher
Public Information Coordinator

   Tom Fern, State Director for USDA Rural Development in Kentucky, was in Monticello on Thursday to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Earth Day by planting Dogwood trees and presenting the Mayor Kenneth Catron a ceremonial check for $7.1 million for an upgrade to the city’s wastewater treatment plant.   
   “Earth Day calls on all of us to do our part to create a cleaner, safer environment, and today we celebrate a project that will produce a cleaner, safer wastewater collection system for the residents of Wayne County,” said Fern. “The many upgrades to the wastewater treatment plant will improve residents’ health and wellness and overall quality of life.”

   There were many special guests in attendance, including Donna McClure from U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell’s office; Regina Crawford from U.S. Senator Jim Bunning’s office; Lanette Girdler from U.S. Representative Hal Rogers’ office and State Representative Ken Upchurch. Also joining in the festivities were local business and community leaders, bankers, engineers and emergency responders.

  “We really appreciate the great working relationship we have with Rural Development and the people of Wayne County are grateful for the many wonderful projects they have made possible in this community,” said Catron. 

   Monticello’s wastewater treatment plant serves more than 2,500 customers in rural Wayne County, one of Kentucky’s persistent poverty counties and part of the Appalachian chain.

   The city was awarded a low-interest loan in the amount of $4.984 million and a grant for $2.136 million to fund improvements to its wastewater treatment plant. Additional funding sources include a $1.5 grant from the Economic Development Administration.

    The upgrade will increase the plant’s capacity from 700,000 gallons per day to 1.4 million gallons per day. Additionally, other improvements will be made to the treatment processes to ensure that the plant meets the new Kentucky Pollution Discharge Elimination System requirements for phosphorous removal. Proposed modifications to the plant also could improve the water quality of nearby Elk Spring Creek.

   The current plant has been in use since 1987 and operates at a capacity of 58 percent. Upgrades to the facility include removal of the existing chlorine contact basin and the installation of a new ultraviolet disinfection system. Two additional sludge holding basins also will be constructed to improve sludge handling.

   “I was born on a farm and I understand the importance of Earth Day and the impact of USDA programs on rural communities – and not just Rural Development, but also the Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources Conservation Service,” said Fern. “There’s lots of tourism in the state and it’s only maintained by taking care of our natural resources. You’re doing a wonderful job here and we’re proud to be a part of it.”
